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A Lriftian Reader, 


Ay me on chiefly tot 


| confciences were {crupled about the baptizing of chilaren before 
what they doc in the [ame,and others coming to heare of tt,didmuchinfule 
them, in-areproachf{ull manner, with much reviling and de/pifing of them,aslundere 
by Letter received from them ; and did as it were achallenge upon them, with 
Reafons and Arguments, gathered up against :hem., Upon which occafiomthefaid 
guments were [ent to me from beyond the Seas to be an{wered,and prefjedme 
Letrer after Letter to the ame,which at length I istendedta doe,onely ina privateway, 
fone here at home had publifhed their evill affcttions imareproachfull manner caffing 
(ions upon the truth of God, and godly perfons for the truths fake,tomake 
Ave fam: hatefull in the eyes of allmen, in what them lieth, And athers al/o iarefemblance of 
on in a confufed Way, bothin of corrmpt dotlring, and asbador= 
yredjon of which diforder, the bleffed name of God, andhis holy truth areexpofed 

i tps And thus the glory of God,and the honour of the Gofpel of fefs Chrifi,lying- 
at the ftake;ad his people grieving and /uffering togerder with the fame,Ithoughe 


Sicha cafe that I was bound in con{cience to come forth to the helpe of the Lordagainft the 
and to free my felfe from the finne of withholaing thetruthin unrighteon{neffe; and. 
ro that abilivic ( brist bath giver , to fpeake a word in the defence of lisblefed 


against thofe ungodly alperfions cast the fame, 


having (hewed my courteous Reader,the grounds forcing ms to attempt fogreat, 
Berke with weabs meanes, he wil (pariagly confider, rather then rafoly cenfire,, 


Bh: manner of too many ts, nd to judge a6 hz would be judged , remembering there ts a. | 7 
fudge, before whom rault all appeare, and give accountievery one for bimfelfe, 

4.10, 12,2 Cor.5.10,T- he [ubject controverted.in the following Treatife, ome, 
of it about Infants Bapti{me, And Woeras I oppyfe the fame as aa unwrittentradition, 
would not be underftcod that I oppofe Lafants, in refpect of esther perfons,orages 
it between God and them but honour thems With all naturallre~ 
Aefiring their fafety and here; and glory hereafter’, but whae ret 18) 

Which time, as I condemne none, no more dare all, Cut leave thems all the... 


dplealure of God, that onely knows who are his, And this I beleeve, that God of bite 
before the world was, dideiett and choofe a number in Chrift to falvationn 
cometo glory, as Ephel, 1. R.om.8.30. Rut whoshe/e 
Godveveales the (ame by fome effztt ofhis grace appearing in them, 


q end by oppofing Infants Baptifme,u bur onely to forbeare a while and waite upon God ime 


ofmeanes,unrill frith apprares to meet with God in his holy 
is voyd andof noeffect but prophaned, God provoked, and the-paxty indangevede 
212513. alforhat Bapii me administred in an Anticon 
no ordinance of Goas[o'that all [ach [> | 
whenfocver Godcalls them to and 


‘ 
be 


? 


We of fo great a worke,spon [uch Weake abslitse which may feeme ta bit 
ke favour as deeply sf pride to fom? , as Davids undertaking the.challenge 
st ae! of Goliah didto his brother Bliab, 1Sam 17,23. Bat lamcontented 
to walke naked before the world, and to under goe the ceufure of men , to 
_ performs any fervice to God, or his people. 
bis worke, was by reafono 
Ay 
at 
| 
| 


2h! 


yet not holding Auyrebap:ixing he that is once baptizes with the Lords true Baprifing 
be necdsnd mare, “Nor yet a newwny of baptizing, as fomse to pleafe themfelves fa callip. 
onely that goodold way, which Johnthe Baptilt, (rift and bis Apoftles walkedinkg, 
left the fame as a\Rule under command in the holy Scrsprures, for fuch 46 Wille 
as recorded by the holy Ghoft in the Scriptures of G od, even foitis the * 
ft gmene of the most and b ft learned inthe Land, (0 farre as I have feene, or Cancome by any of F- 
writings. in all. the common ‘Dittionarses, which with one joy"t confent affirm: 
hat the word Baptifme or Baptizo, being the original word, fignifies to dippy \ 
Plamge one into the waters ome pleale somockand calling 
Ver way, and what they pleafe. Indee it is anew found trut h, oppofitton toan old. Srowne tra 
Scriptures, Ifa. 28.22. Pro.17, 5. Ifa. 57. 4. AG, 


oe 
a 


mockin over to confider of the, 

Eich, 11,36. Jude Gen, 21.9. with Gal. 4. 29. and I doube wor but.the rife 
| hearted Reader willtpyanaexamine things of (0 high a nature by the Word of God » andng 
to build upon darke unfound confequences, and fal/e inferences, and lay by the plaine teftimng 
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ny of Scripture, that mult desde All doubts Awd controversies tn matters of Ke | 
- For fure I am, there ts neither commana, nor example in all the New Teftament fer 4 4 
fuch prattife,as kisow, ana what foever is done in the worfhip of God, or obedicnceto 
without bis command, or apparant example approved of by us of nan, as a 
Col. will. worfhip, afier the commandements and dottrines of mens the which Chrift 
g ainft as vaine thing. T ht sway the Gentiles are more forward tn,then ever the rt AQ 
andmore bitter {uch that doe their traditions, then ever.shey.were, 
‘eAnd therefore befeech thee, Gao Reader, beware of oppofing the Gofpell, and od 
holy order inthe fame, For which rhing God fell out with his ancient people the Fewes 
threatens tomake the Gentiles drinke of the fame cup, if they oppafe the power and 
of his onne Fe us C hrift, they did: ana doe not the G entiles this ? Ga; and much ont | 
themeverthe fewes didi. 
The the greatcft cnemics that Christ and-his Gt of 
ey rage, and bend up their forces againft and his peopih ! twa 
ethe Campe of the Saints to devoure them. O} them is the bommallr 
the Locufts with King over them: and of themis the 
the Church, to fuppreffe and devour hrifts haly orders rift 
lon tothe fame. Of the Gentiles ries that beaftly State, withing 
againft Chrifts Kingly power and Subjelt 
bolp Citie, Not thecarthly (itie Jerulalcm, 4s fome 
nly order cf the Gofpell,and the Subj. tis thereof.T he Gem Si t 
sles ve (bri ia ismy fiscal / body which is more then to flay himsin kas humane 
tim: ler forthe long (xfftring of God roWwatds rhe Gentiles: Which time 
$8.24 el 1h at rheir finne been greater againfi. grace, C hrift, and bis 
d bemever the Pewes were, eAndtherefore woe the Gentiles, be 


is, handled 
a T he. Covenant: God mad | 
Heed, Gen. 17 And how the fa 

The adsnthiftred by a 
no Ordinance. of 


BAPTISME. 


with abam; arid. his 


agrees with Beleevers, and 
Ptheir feed, andér the New with tke Priviledges thercof.’ 


falfe Power 


GoD. 


The ordetly conttieuton of both 


T hhall firft lay downe the Arguments and Objections, and. 
4 thengive Anfwerta the fame. fn for fome things inthe. 
beginning, I fhall pafile over bricfe notmuchcom-, 
| cerning the point in hand. Asthe,Sciiptures being a perfect 
atruth. And for the and true confequence ofScripturs, 
APR Idoenot deny; and the covenant oflifelyingbetweenGod 
ng and Ghrift forallhisEk&, [doe notoppofe:andthatthe = = 
on ot the faid Covenant, bith differed ander feverall Petiodss 
and of the.Scriptures of the difanulling andabolifhingthe 
Covenant and making anew, isto be underftood of the Period from 
not of that from to Moses, This alfo in part 
Mewhole ; becaufe chat the abolifhing ofthe old Covenant or Teftament, reached | 
thar oucward forme of worfhip, under any fhadow », by which 
their faith and obedience to God. 
| So that the abolifhing of types and fhadows, (o as any types ands 14 
adows Werte, and that was unto Circumcifion it felfe ; unto. Abrahams Period-and. 
seven to ail thofe factifices in any part of tlic old Teftament, wherein. God. 
his pleafure unto his People ia any datke and typical way, Or 
the oppofition the Scripture holds forth between Covenant Covenant, 
between Te and T cftament, with reference tothe order and forme of. 
thereot. Bur I Jeave this as little concerning the matter in hand, andcome. - 
which follows. Andthe fixftto apy pucpole is layd downe thus... 
hat thicdren Aare capable of the Spirit of God,and of the. grace of the 
men.of ycarcs are capable of, thomgh not mrought inthe fame way.» 


Wiel With ather things. Ban ed, 


Churehvand bow 
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i i 


Chri cation life fame 5 children far not ele ited, raifed up 
their. and befaved; nor'yet the judgement we can have of men of yeares be infallible wi 
bus.wemay be miftaken, 4s i of $i Magus, othersi in.the like nature, 
oath verito.this, lec it be in the fit ft place confidered, what may be here mean i wo 


ife the Scriptures fpeake of children in a feverall a 
“If (uch chifdten ste St rough weakneffs 1 inthe talth, a xs Me, a 


fe, thon conteffe,, 


and fo of rite reftyyas ortfaid. 


tits oppotrdto he Opitit torwerke upon chem, fo tonegs 


wells, 3.9; ll 
cap Able to complt the 1 rit 
n aith, and repentance, This thal 


Spirits teltimony ; and foof Regeneration; 
*  — deny, untill fome proofe be produced from rhe Wotd of God fur the fame, 
And toaffismethis be'Gods way to brings perfons to the by working (9 
upom them by his Spirit in their infancy; argues fome! of the Tuc 

and worke of grace, as the Gofpell lrolds ic forth. wi 
tobecapable of the grace of the Covenant , which mutt be of 
containing hebleting and priviledges' thereof, 10 che hol y 


if thie fa 

de in tes of God, callthe promiles of Gace 
che’ Teftamenc: nolding foreh their bleffings gs; and blefled priviledges. 


And to Eleé& themfelves; as ate confidered in 


Oe. and conclu, rhat 
Beiproved to have is another. For if any thing fromm 
this Text canbe proved far Infints, it willbe, that they are filled with ch 
as Cid t to bes which IS anothet thing che 
tobe tify in them dteftified ‘of ‘by the 
Ghott. Bor affirme, becaufe God fo teftified of the Baptift in the 
ame Infants likewate. Tits is indeed weakeu 
then miancy fo to-atfirme. an ch then istorance for any to beleeve,70 
bol bhi diftreffed f yom bis Shall ic be‘concluded rhenety 
ho that he Guide to when He Was ad ‘or ithe were fo ‘muft ic 
folloiy, that all frifants are capable Girides; ic is faid fo of him. 
“And hilly againit any thi 


NAVE Tide 


| | 
Ais Sonne, and toto Nave vilibie right to thoie privileagesthe bow 
are vil by; and’poffefied in, as fuch thac have a vifible right 
(sere. chi cari come tous Gentilesno other way then by-Chrift, and faith 


whether faith appeates by fach cfied&s 2 
‘And whereas inche met. the re 

union with Chriffy and ju fiificatson to fas 
asxo 


4s tot 


* 
4 


to this, we fhall firlt confidet 
by Chrift sand swhat by with Colpo 


is the onely (ubdject of life foule, 

yiaith. To whith union with Chrift,thefe: 
fame. 
Gods reveal ling scendering of cali 


The Spirit of grace uniting san knitting of the heart and ‘Chuilt 


this anderftand bei that and fubftantiall nian. ith Chrift,t | 
ication of life, which the Word of Godapproves.el;,th deall 
in matters of Religion. For jut fication tolife, everiprefuppo 
of Chritt, as the fudje& of lite, and a.true application of the fame, by faiths. 


4 Heb. 1106. | | 
lecthis be well examined by the mu'e uruth,8¢ then let, the cadet Judge, 
Sow capable Infants are of union with Chrift, and juftiication toils 
ow for rtodarken and ob{cure this tnath; there are thefe confeq uence’, as 
firditics brought in, as to follow uponshe fame. 
ft If infants foould not be af, graces then they. were not. ner 


Wile judgensent, but may be miftaken, as of Simon Maguss 


capable {ubjects of glory. £ \na not, I none wall 


Bthen why anv more in Grace then 
how to fave Infants, or to draw out tot 


I: me And that was the Adoption of Sonne ba 
Ving in Jefus Chrift, as a. 4,5.Romir. 29> 


thegaule, of alls by 


Word of Godapproves of, -Qtherwife.what have Lonany man t0.doc>.fo medal 


appre- 


ssafore(aid. The Gofpel holds forth no other juftification to falyation, but whatis. 
tanh; and faich ever prefuppotes the of thewshing, 


pony bodies, Jfhoulanot be againe tolife, Ana laftly,We have | 


S/T othis in a word and fitft I would know.offuch; whether Infants with refer- 
eto their:non-age, were the fubjects Gods Eleétion. Secondiy,[t hatants fo 


0. 
. 
t 
4 
him: 
, as effen- 
i 
ee | 
a 
| 
5 
if 4 
| 
] 
j 
| | 4a 
(el how.the holy, 
hem(elves a.way how.the DOL, gt | 
bove whatis written, thinke itis 
Woid, 
ay.unto the 
Cc py De 


ing thefecrct thirigsro God, wlio Sivesinor account ofall his 


wayes, 
forthe tating of Infants bodies doth none tife but fuch as are in 
Chri; inviffole things we meddle not with, It is the | 
dg Ele by be fhewed to die initheir infancy , wl 
their taifed tollife erernall, onely as they are Infants 
dye: im infancy to be darnned but being a {ectet thing, 
| ‘And though that we have not infallible knowledge tts | 
of which thitig is proper to God alone' 
até g0¢ of as néere-as we can: of Gods'Worgi 
tee ouit duti¢} which binds us to jtidge of the tiée by tig 
Andthough we are por infallible Judges, but may be yer 
a follow, that we fhould juftifie a tree upon which no fruit at all appeares; biiggi 
Bot by the file of judgement ; and if mile, to be’ 
pweaknielle tathie? then leave all undone, becaufe we arcnot ture to 
f bly, But} would not be anderftood to oppofe Iniants (0, as toexclude from 
fo farre from this, chat I doeinot fo much ‘as impofe anyfuch 
wortkeof gtaceupon them, as effentiall to lite, in this or that way, 
of them asa fecret thing to'the wifdomierand of Gol i 
By 6fallithe Elc&t are fot etier dohe away at once 
for that challenge right toany priviledge of 
ds Onely ‘have fome watrantable ground to judge dy, and fo to ktiow- 
‘doth ap pptoye ofs as thofeiinto whom fuch belong Secing hehath pe 
claimed, that nature are thildren of wrath, Rphef.2. Ard] 
any,arenaturally borne in grace, and fo beleevers ftom the ‘wombc, 
given to con firme the former, which therefore be (not (6: 
the (cal of the Teftament oF of ths of faith, \ h 
thereof s as of ol wits ynto them, Rom ‘4 Ovelpiie 
derftand by Beptifmesthe outward part Admini ffred by a lawfull Minister of rhe urch 
ws y teo often 2, ft arated from the hit ought not to be yet rey 


baptized. and iftkey tind ated; haze Hew. eg 


Ralftio: Lay Othis particulars becatle Ourichiefelt worke’ liessyer belinds 
tot th Reider ébferve, that faid to be 


cotifirme faith inth? tabject baptized. and fo to 
or clieribtto Now if God ittothaterd for 
inf 


earthing. wit st fo at 


| 
‘ 
VE But 
and 
44 
ceiv 
the 


4 


Meesnnot conccive, but rather thinke it to be great weakneffe in fuch that thallfopre=" 
or affirme, For it is a doctrine that confirmes the opinion of fuch as hold faith 
Seobenaturall, and inaman from the wombe ; and as fome fay, they have been belec- 
fince they were borne : And itis here;for when an Enfant is‘once baptized, 
goes ever afterwards for abeleever, as well as any that are never focleare in the faith, 


Binleffe he comes to commit {uch finne as to be excommunicated, untill which ume he 


abclecver before. But I paffe from this, to the next particular 
By) That as of ofd, more was required of Abraham and men of yeares when they were Cir CUT im 
bd, then of axa [{aacsy or of other Infants, continually circumcifed afterwards ; /onow | 
athe adminsftring of Bapti{me, more 1 required of men of yeares, then us of Infants: of Abra- i 
God required faith in the bleffed [eed but not the fame of aac: Of men of yeares faith 


yo be required, and must be that aman may be baptized, but net the fame cf Infants, — 


” The fubftance of this particular lies thus ; That more is required of menof yeares,for 
their receiving of Bapri{me;then is of Infants; and allthe proofe isfromtheexampleof 
Abraham, Ifbmael, and Ifaac, and others in luke manner after them in the order of Cir~ 
tamcifion. fhall give a briefe anfwer to this by an Argument drawne {rom the fame, 
‘hus ; Upon the fame condition, that Abraham, and all the of his houthold 
eceived Circumcifion, fo are all now to receive Baptifme. But Abraham, Ifhmael,and 
alithe reft of his houfhold were circumcifed upon one and the fame condition, without 
tequiting any thing more of one then of another ; as Gen, 17.10, 11, 
826,27. Thereforeall are to be baptized uponone and the fame condition,withoutre- 
quiring any thing more in one then in another, which is faith & repentancein all alike, 
16.1516, At.2 38. 44.10.47, i 

And whereas it is faid, that faith in the blef[ed (eed Was required in Abraham, not in 
who was to be circumcifed at eig! ¢ dayes old; {vismore then I findetheScriptureste- 
byeale, that fuch a faith was requited of Aéraham at thetime of his circumcifion, orelfe 
Bhe muft not have been circumeifed ; Or that the fame faith in the blefled feed Jefus 
Chtift,was fo required of all his houfhold ar the time of their circumeifion,ismotethen 
Wetappearesto mc. Andasit is (aid, that the fame faith was not required of Ifaac,as afore 
Waid, no more was it required of //emael, who was 13.yeates old when he was citcumei- 
Fed, Gen. I 7:25 nor of the Shechemutes being men of ycaresy Gen. 34. So that this Propo- 
Bition falls init {elfe-and fo I leave it, cometothereafons Argumentsthemfelyes. 
B The firft Argument lies thus ; [f the Covenant now under Chrilt, be the fame that 3, 4) gall 
B was before Chrift, with 44r«hamand his pofteritie in the fiefh ; then as Infants were 
wepattakers of the Covenant then,and received the {ea‘e thereot Circumcifion:foarein- 
now partakers of the Covenant, and ought to receive the feale thereof Baptifme. 
but the Covenant now under Chrift, is the fame that was before Chrift with Abraham 
geand his pofteritie inthe flefh : Therefore as Infants were then in the Covenant and te- 
thie {eale thereof ; even fo are Infants now in the Covenant,and ought toreceivye 
wmtne{eale thereof. Threethingsarctobe cleared inthis Argument. 
Firft, That the Covenant made with 44rabam and his pofteritie in the flefh before 
Chrift,and that now under Chrift,is the faine. Secondly, As Infants wereinthatCove- 
are Infants now, I hird'y,as Infants were fealed then,fo they ought tobe now. 


> 


a 


Now for the proving of thefe aforefaid,there are 3. other grounds laid down as follow. — 


Be. 


| Firft, The Gofpel is the doctrine of the Covenant, but this being one, waspreached © — 
‘to Abraham, as Gal. 3.3.17,18. Kom 4,11. and fo tO theend ; androthe inthe | 
| Wildernefic, Heb,4.1.2. Heb.3.7. andloin Davids time, Heb4e7,.&c, Theteforethe * 


| 
5 | 
< 


Thus lies che Argument, the grounds to back ir, 


7. | | | Secondly, If Abraham be the Father of the Jewes and Genttiles,and equally as he be: | 
leeved the trighteoufneffe of faith, and they his children equally as fo beleeving, and no 


otherwife : thenthe Covenant isthe fame. But 46rabam ts the father of the Jewes and 
Gentiles, and equally as he beleeves, as aforefaid, Rom. 4: 11, 12,16,37. 23, 24. Gals 


3,9.26.29. Thereiore the Covenant isthefame. 
| Thitdiy; The ftanding of the Jewes in the Grace of God, was the fame with Abr, | 
bam ;asis ¢leate ftom Gods oftenexpreffing of himfelfe to bethe God of Abraham and 
his {ced ; and praying to God for to remember the Covenant he made with Abraham, 


Ifaac, and facob, and acknowledging the accomplifhing of the fametothem, as Luk. 


93.74. Lak, 1. $4; 55. and ours in the fame with the Jewes, as is cleare from Mat, 21, 


At.43.@ 22.1. ThereforetheCoyenantisthefame. 

the and all to prove the Covenary 
God made with Abraham and his feed, to be the fame now to the beleeving Gentile 
and their feed; and Infants to be in this row; as they were in that then. — i 


- 


~ Tonanfwer to which, I thall onely touch atthe three laft grounds, briefly in a word, 


as Icome tothe Covenant it felfe, The firft 1s becaufe the Gofpel is the do€trine of the 
Covenant; and was preached to Abraham, and to the Jewes, &c. therefore the Coye. 
nant is the fame. For the firlt, if the preaching of the Gofpel, being the do€trine of the 
Covenant, can proye the Covenant to be the {ame to them as to us, then all to whom 


the Gofpel was atid is preached, are in the {ame Covenant, But I think itis the effe@u- 


‘all beleeving of that which the Gofpel holds forth in the doctrine of ic, that proves per- 
fons inthe Covenant, and not the preaching of it. becaufe many may have the Gofpel 


preached among them, and yer not be in the Covenant. And for the fecond, that 4 


__brabam is the equall father both of che Jewes and Gentiles; onely as he did beleeve, and. 
they his children onely fo beleeving as their father Abraham did,and notelfe. In refped 


of whichsthe covenant is the fame to the one as it 1s to the other, This in a {enfe I con. 


feffe is a truth, that none are accounted children of Aérabam, but oncly as they beleeve 
as their father Abérabem did : an 


fii this betruc, asthe ground affirmes it 1s, chen lecthe 
faidto be the children of Abrabam,and in the Caves 


Reader judge, how Infants can 


‘nant, and foto have right to the feale to covfirme their faith,and whether 


they doe beleeve as Abrabam did LAIC 
Both of the Jewes and Gentiles, { thinke not fo in all refpeéts: the Jewes were the feed 


But that e46rahbam may be {ard to be an cquall father J 


Of ebrabam, asthey defcended trom his loyncs, as well as {rom his faith. But forthe 


‘Gentiles they arecalled the {eed or children of e/4raham, oncly as they walke in the f 


fteppes of his faiths and not 1 Per. 3 6. 


And laftly, thar the Banding of the Pewes in the crace of God, was the [ame with Abrahams | 


and ours the fame with the \ewes ; therefore the Covenant ts the fame, 


‘amans falling from grace, or ou 


This doéirine fo generally laid downe without diftin@ion or exception, holds 
sr out of Gods gracious Covenant of lite eternall. A de 


‘Grint co be teftified againft by all that trucly feare she Lord. For Abrahams 
‘was true and firme in Gods gracious Covenant ; and ii the fewes was the {ame withou® 
exception, then the fewes that did oppofe Chrift, and were cut off for the fame, fell ot Ma: 
‘@f this Covenant of grace. But I fha'l further cleare this in that which follows; andf 


“Icome tothe Covenant it {elfe,and to {ce how that God made with 4braham, andth 


under Chrilt, will aeree. Inthe handling of which, inthe firft place this muft be we) 


obferved, that there was in Abrabema double feed when God madc his covenant wit 


4- bimand his feed, and confirmed the fame by the feale of Circumcifion. There 
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Fever diftinguifhed through all their Generations. And as there was adiftin&tion this 
made by God in Abrahams {eed before they were citcumcifed, and yetadmittedto the 
fale of the Covenant by Gods {peciall command, For /mael and wereby God . 
1 | commanded to be circumcifed as well as any of the reft of AbrabamiifigedyGen17.10- 
3: 13, Even fo there mutt be the fame refpect obferved alfo inthe Covenant,andthatbe- 
qufe the Covenant comprehends divers things; and Circumeifion wasafealeunto 
nq | hem all. Some of which were proper unto both the feeds, andfomenot;asmaybe = 
gathered from the feyerall branches of the Covenant expiefled by God, Gem17, 
As firft, for the multiplication of Abi abams feed, Gen, 17.2. this was properas well 
be his ficthly feed, as his {piritual] ; as Gen. 21,13, Dent. 10.22. 48.19. | 
“* 1 Secondly, The land of Canaan, Gen.17.8. This was proper alfo to both the feeds of © 

Abrabam. And as it was onely a temporall inheritance, the fame was conditionall, as 
i Heb.3, And fo confirmed by circumeifion upon both the feeds of Abraham,asGen.21.9, 
S Dent.30.18.19,20. Andasit pointed at a {pirituall inheritance, fhadowed our 
uncet it. Now thus confidered, it was abfolute, and confirmed onely.uponthe {piritus 
be lfeed aS Gen. 17.19.21. Gen, 24,12. Gal 3.17, 
Thirdly, That from loynes fhould come a {eed,in whomallthe Nations 
he ofthe earth fhould be bleffed ; as Gen. 17, 16/19. 18.10, 18. @ 28.2. This blefled 
wanch of the Covenant was proper onely to the {pitituall feed,confideredeitherinthe 
qufe, or inthe effect; as Ad. 3. 25,26. Gal, 7.8, 9s 9G, 

Fourthly, e4brabams fathcrhood of the faithtull; as Gev.17.4,5. This was onely 
id proper to faithfull e44raham and his feed, as they ate found walking inthe fteppes of — 

A pstath; as Rom, 4.11,12,13,16. Rom. 9.73 8. Gal. 3.6, et, 
Laltly, To be aGod to Abraham, and to his {eed after him in theit generations;as 
7. Lhat was faithfully to petformealithat he had promufed, either to Abrabam 


npatticular, or his fecd in genetall; as Neh. 9.8, Pfal. 105. 

ye 72,739.74: In token of which God annexed Circumcifion, as afealetocons 

he ime the fame ; as Ger. 17.11. Thefe are the feverall parts and branches of theCove- 

plant that God made with 4éraham and his feed,and Citcumcifion inthe fefhasafeale 

Wconfirme every part to each feed, as was proper to the fame, 
But if any fhall fay, the Scriptures deny many and approve onely of one feed in Abra 


od um, with whom the promife Was made ; as Gal, 3, 
be §. othis I anfwer and fay, that this place well confidered,will help forward the truth; 
he potthe Apoftle here {peaks of the Covenant,fo as comprehending Chriftthe fubftance =“ * 
Boi the (ame, and the in him for eternall life. In which fenfe the covenantotsrace 
not made'to Abraham and to all h's feed without exception; forthen allhisfeed 
either be faved, or elfe (uch as are nor but perifh,muft Ff 

gaGtace; for I fuppofe no man will fay,that all the feed of Abraham withoutexception 
were faved. And if nor, then there was {ome of Abrahams {eed comprehended inthe 
sovenant in one fenfe, and admitted to the feale thereof, whom God excepted againft 
: {ome of which was I/hmael and , fignifying in Abrahams generations 
aficthly {eed as well as a {pirituall'; between which feeds God ever held forch a diftin- | 


Peon chrough all their generations, from Abrabam untill Chrift, who put an endto the © 


ype and the flefh, and all priviledges of that nature thereunto belonging ;as2 (or. 5. 
#9. Phil.3.3,4,5. So that now all is laid up inChrift, as Gods ftore-houfe and treafury, - 


#80 in him only for {uch as beleeve, ‘and therefore now firft in Chrift by faith,and then 


othe Covenant and the priviledges thereof $ as Ga/.3.29.And none by the Gofpel ap- | 
pow to be the children of Abrabam,but onely (uchas walke inthe ftepsothis, 
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faith. Foras invifible before God, are by him at all approved to have tight to any 


‘priviledge of grace.but oncely as he lookes upon them in his Sonne : No more are the 
oh vifibly behoul mento beapproved of, fo asto have right to the fame, but atl | di 
-appeareto bemamentilt by fome effec of faith declaring the fame. And fo much the 
‘more, in that God excludes all from his holy Covenant.is to have right inthe outward | fi 
difpenfation thereof, but onely fuch as belecve, Rom. 11, 20, 12,3, 
'¢ Lecall this be well confidered,and I doubt not but the difference between rhe Coye. 
’ nant God made with Abraham before Chrift, and this under Chrift, will appeare vety 
great, though in fome refpect for fubftance the fame. Yet in che outward profeffion of 


them, the difference is great, both in refpe& of perfons and things. Wherein our de. 


{cent chiefly lyes : that covenant admitted of a flefhly feed, but this only of a {piritualy, 
 Gen.17 with Rom 9: That in the flefh, and this in the heart, Gew,17.13.with 7er.31.33 
Rom.2. 28329. The {eale and ordinances of that Covenant, confitmed faith in th; 


| tocome, but the feale and ordinances of this, confirme faith in things already done, 


That Covenant was nationall, and admitted all of the {ame to the feales thereof ; by 


” this perfonall, and admits of none but {uch as beleeve. That Covenant begot children 


after the fleth, as all Abrahams naturall pofteritie. Burt this oneiy begets children after 
the Spirit, and onely approves of {uch as are begotten and borne from above, in whofe 
_ hearts God writes his Law, 7er. 3 1, Exck, 36. Heb, 8, oh. 3, 5,6. That covenant with 
| Abrahamand his pofteritie before Chrift, comprehended a civili State, and a worldly 
- Government, with the like catnall Subjeéts for the fervice of the fame. Burt this cove. 
_ nant now under Chrift, comprehends onely a {pirituall State, anda heavenly Govern. 
ment, with the like {pirituall Sudje&ts for the fervice of thisalfo, That covenant held 
forth Chrift in the flefh to a heart vailed ; this holds him forth after the Spirit to a face 


open, 2 Cor.3. Inall underftand, the vifible profeflien oi the Covenant, in the outwatd 


“difpenfation of the priviledgesthercof. 
‘obj. | 


And now I come to the confequence gathered from the ( ovenants , being one and the fame,as 


— aforefaid, That as Infants were in that covenant then, and circumcifed, fo are Infants in this 


now, andto be baptized. 


Inanfwerto which, I fhall commitin the firft place, to the Readers confideration 


_ thefe patticulars, for the furchet clearing of the aforefaid truth. Firft,, What the Cove. 
nant is. Secondly, W hat is that which admits into the {aid Covenant. Thirdly; Who 


’ arethe true approved Subjects of this Covenant. And laftly, Whether all have not one 


and the fame way of entrancelinto the faid Covenant : and toeachoi thefea word. | 


| their God, andto manifeft upon them the riches of his grace and glory : and rhe mam] 


net of whichis in effec but onely thus much; Gods calling of aman to an agreemem§ 
| with himfelfe in his Sonne, wherein he promifes to be his God, and to give him liffg® 
and happines, and all things.in Chrift, and that he fhall belceve and reft upon his faileg 
fulnes and truth, and fotake him for his God, &c. And thus I fay, God and man com 


agreement in Chrift, upon fomcthing paffing between them, wherein they both} 


agtee, and this is called a Coveannt; and I callic a covenant of grace, when theching}! 
agreed upon is a fubjcé&t of grace;as Gods giving of man life and peace, andall chingsi 

| Jefus Chrift, and that he will be his God, upon whom he fhall relie,and beleeve theag a 
 cOmplifhment of all things in his duc time;and that he fhall heare and know his-will 


LisSonne; and obey him in the fame ; and mans free confent to God agajne, 


F irft, the Gayenant it felfe, is a Covenant of grace and {alvation, by which God offi 
grace rakes a perfon ot a people to himafelfe for his own above aliothers, and to 


| 
Secc 
Goff 
| pith 
Ch 
xg 
fello 
a | Ro 
fych 
4 of 
| Ephe 
i] bv) 
one 
Fo 
Chri 
| 
Sct 
Firft 
ng 
a 
t 
a 


of all this well, and concludes with God that it fhall be fo. Fora Covenantpres’ 
(yppofeth two perfons at leaft, and alfo fomething to agree, or covenant upon: thus 
God with Abraham, and fo he doth with every beleever; and chiétely when God: 
ukes any into a Church- fellowfhip. So that the covenant confilteth of thefe eflentials,) 
Fir, the perfons difpofed toagree. Secondly, fomething to agteeupon, Andlaftly, 
“> | their mutuall confent, which ts the agreement it felfe. And fo much for the Covenant, . 
Secondly, What it is that gives right to enter, or admits any into the faid Covenant,. What in- 8 
ni that isthe promife of God in Chriit, and faith int that gives right of en- rights in 
donely admits into Covenant with God ; as Neb.9. The Covenant afore- °° the 
id, hath thefe efientiall parts, and vifible branches. Firft, Grace inthe agent, God" " 
| Secondly, faith in che Subject, Man. Thirdly, a uniting or clofing of thefetogether, 
33, | which is chat mutuall confent & agreement by faith inthe fame grace, revealed bythe _ 
Gofpel, which is the word of Reconciliation. So that it isthe bletfed word of life, and 
[Gith in the fame that gives right,and admitsintoCovenantwithGod. = 


Thirdly, Who are the true approved Subje&s ofthisCovenant, and they ate onely _ 
fych as beleeve ; for God approvesof none in covenant with him by his Word ourof~ 
Chrift, nor of any in Chrift without faith. Nay, God denies hisapprovingofanyin 
fllowfhip or communion with him,that doe not beleeve ; as 3.5.6 36, Heb.11 6, 
tum. 8.9, Thus God approves of none as Subjects of his gracious covenant,butonely 
lly ch as he hath ele€ted and chofen in Chrilt, and fo appearing by fome fruitandeffe&ts 
ofthe fame ; as thefe Scriptures, (with many other ) witnes, Row, 8.29,30.Romit.7, | 


164, § 6. Thef. 2.13514. 1 Pet, 1.2, 4.2.47. Ad. 13.48. Sothatfuchas 
iq faethe chofen and called of the Lord; are the onely approved Subjcets by himinhis — 
Paving and ever-bleffed Covenant of life. | 


one and the fame way of entrance into the forefaidCovenant? 


fourth afid laft is chis,; Whether that all perfons now under the Gofpel, have fot 
For anfwer to this, the holy Word of Gad muft be Judge, and I find: the Gofpel of ee 4 | 


his | Chrift to approve of none inthe Lords holy Covenant of grace, but fuchasbeleeve; sss 
any approved of, as to be in the way of life, but fuch as arein Chrift by faith; 


Wind therefore no other way to come inte the Covenant of grace and {alvation (as the 


reveale out only by Jefus Chrift, For in him areall the promifes confirmed, 


ho &made over only unto fuch as beleeve;as 4 
The holy Covenant of life confifteth of thefe three effentialis for entrance thereinto. Theeflens 


~ -Bfift, che word of God to reveale the fame: Secondly, Chrift to open the way, and to tialsofth¢) 
Bitight the partic therein. And laftly, faith without which none can enter thereinto, .6°VS"4"*f) 

begsothat as there is but oncly one way of entrance into Covenant with God, thatthe 
BSctipture reveals now under the Gofpel,& thats by Jefus Chrift,and faith in hisname. 


alhen all muft enter this way that can be approved in covenant with God;for none ¢an 
@gcome to the Father but by the Sonne, nor any to the Sonne but by faith ; as Zokn 14. 6, : 
6.44.45. Heb.11.6. Letall thisbe well confidered, andthen{eehowIntants | 
ate difcovered to be inthis Covenant, & what way ofentrancehathGodbyhisword | 
pointed for them to come in, and denied the fameunto others, except they benatus 
begotten & born in the covenant, and fo were never out ofthe fame:whichthing 
iindeed the oppofice doétrine affirmes;for if Infants be in the covenant of grace,andthat 
iby ¥ertuc of their being borne of beleeving parents who are 1n the fame, thenfuchIn; | 
are borne in a faving cftate of grace, and were nevet outofthefame; whichdo- 
makes yoyd many heavenly and divine truths chat {peak to the contrary, 


4 
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“Way all under fin and wrath for the fame ; asconceived in fin, borne children of Wrath, 


~ heavenly voice calls them: and by his holy Spirit of grace, begets them unto a lively 


- any of the former priviledges by Chrift;for nonecan be under grace,wrath & the cur(e 


grounds, tending to prove Infants to 
ti Fg ft, Tf st were not fo, then this Covenant would not be the fame with that. 
“cerning the difference between the Covenant then and this now : not the fame ina ty. 


the fame in the vifible poe thereof, 8c. All which I have already {pokento, and 


extent by Chriftscoming then it was before, whereas tt 1 more inlarged, and of greater extent, 
nant then, thenis now, 
tthe covenant now asthey were at the firft, chen is the covenant of JefTe extent fince 


‘Mpect of the fleth, by Chrifts coming, then it was defore , bec wife that by him is taken 
‘away all flefhly refpects, either im regard of perfons or priviledges in marters of grace; 


The fecond part of the Propofition lies effect ; There was no more required in Infanti 


~ ticular; for though that the covenant had been never fo firme between God and Abr 


have done it: 8 ifthe command had bin only to have preached the way of God to tht 


_ praGtile of Abraham, I/aac.and }4cob, had been the fame, without any direét and appa 


and fo under thecurfe, untill Chrift by his bloud and death redeemes them, and by hic 


hope, working faith in their hearts, to lay hold upon Chiift , Gods arme of falvation 
that catries them up to glory; and therefore-all are {aid to be borne againe from aboye, 
of water and of the Spirit, before they can enter into the Kingdome of God, _ 8 
‘Now for fuch as are begotten and borne in the covenant,being the feed of beleevers. 


‘as is affitmed, then fuch were neyer out of the fame; whichdorine difables them of 


atoneand the fame time; in the outward difpenfation of the fame; the which all our 
difcourfe intends; for invifible fhings belong to God : and fo I come to fome other 
| inthe covenant now, as they were of old; and | 


they atethefe. 
And foran{wer tothis, I fhall referrethe Reader to whathath been aforefaid, con. 
‘picall way, nor the fame in a flefhly feed, nor the fame in the outward priviledges, nor 


} 


fhall adde more hereafter. | 
Another ground this, elfe the ftate of the grace of G od fhould be ftraitued and made of leffe 


there being nothing more required iv the of the perfons to intereffe Infants into the coves 


| This particular confifts of two parts, and the firft is to this office ; if Infants be not in 


Chrifts coming, then it was before ; the anfwer 1s, that indeed it is of leffeextent in 2 


which is a further inlarging of the covenant ina {pirituall fenfe; for theneerer the coves 
nant comes to perfection, the larger it is;and the perfection of the covenant in one fenfé 
‘is this, to have nothing contained init, but what is truely of it ; and the contrary isa 


> 


utraitning of che fame, and a bondage unto the truc Subjects thereof. thrift 


- ‘Againe, It cannot properly be {aid, that the covenant in the full accdmplifhmentof § 7%, 


fhali be none but onely fuch as truely appeare to be of the fame. 


the fame in glory, will be morc ftraite & of Iefle extent then now in gtace;and yer 


then to intere|fe them into the C ovenart, then there ts required of I nfants now, — 
| Foranfwer tothis in a word ; lec the Reader confider well, what was required to ings 


terefic Infants into the covenant then; and {ee if there be the fame for to intereffe Ine 
fants intothe covenant now. T here was required then, 1.a male onely of 8. dayes old) 
2.ot the {eed of Abraham, and laftly.a {peciall command from God for the fame in pat es 


ham, yct ithe had hot hada command in fpeciall to Circumcife,] {uppofe he would not ¥ 


people, andro citcumcife fuch as beleeved, and imbraced the {ame truth preached unte § 
them, and no other exprefle word of command for an Infant of 8 dayes old, 8c that the 


xant example of their circumcifing Intancs. do beleeve thar: none of rhe 
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as men of yeares frall be fo. 


And firft to fee how the Gofpel holds forth 4érabm for aroot of Jews sz Ge 


fare tothe Gentiles, then the Gentiles Infants are in ihe fame alfo, but the firftistrue, andtheren 
Bre the fecond. and fo Infants are tobe | 


Foranfwerto this, }ec the Reader confider wel!, that for aman to take this unto Abraham, 


word of command that ensoyned the thing ; forit God had but onely made his covenant. | 


E 


4 


be thy God. and the God of thy feed,for a ground of Circumcilion; this cannot be fo, but onely 


hing ro ciccumenfes it had been fin tor himtoa ciicumci- 


h; God,would have been bold asto have citcumcifed their Infants, or if they had, 
is ' indifferent reader judge,by the word of God, if it had not been a fin of prefumptiontogoe 
ly [ove what was writren;8c for their perfonall intereffe into the covenantsthis is requited now, _ 
in |swas then,to be of the feed,or childten of Abraham, and vifibly fo appearing now,astheydid | 
And who chefe are,I] appeale to the word of God for rightcous judgement,Rom.4.31,12, 
pom.9.728. Gal.3.6575 8, 9.16. 22.26.29, This] have fhewed before, and fhail morecleare 
Hyreafter ; and fo I come to another Propofition thus : ay 
eAbraham being the roote, and the Jewes and Gentiles the branches; when the Fewes Were broken off, 
(e nfants as men of yeares were fo : the like when the Fewes shall be planted in againe,as well Ine 
t ll and things that will not be granted about the Jews coming in, \ 
d argument feems toimport.n the laying downeot it, I fhallonely {peaka wotdto what | 
sjatended, or implied ; and for the better underftanding of allina word, let the Reader well @ 
nofider, in what f{enfe the Gofpel holds forth 4¢raham to be the roote of Jewes and Gentiles. { 
how the Jewes and Gentiles may be {aid to be Abrabams branches, Thirdly,the way jj 
breaking off. And laftly, what way this wil make forthe Gentiles and their Infantsto 
t Iomein, and for the Jewes and their Infants coming in, I fhall let that ftand by untillchetime — 
d tomes, or for fome Scripture to reveale how the {ame fhall be. | ow 
ntiles;andthac 
in refpect of is faith and afd £0 Nc is thie pateine and tather of thefaithe 
» Hillsthat refemble him in the fame, otherwife Abraham is not the root of the Gentiles,for they ff 
Befcended nct from his loynes as the Jewes did. Sothat the Jewes and Gentiles are Abrahams 
hanchess onely as they {pring out of the fame root by faith,which declares themtobehistrue # 
1 Byurall branches, fo farre as they onely appeare to be of the fame faith as he was. This Ihave ! 
Ben upon fomewhat before, and fhall be mere fully hereafter. But now for the Jews breaking 
+ Edi this was oncly for want of their activall beleeving the Gofpel;as Rom.13,andoppofingthe # 
| Hime, 44.13 46.Even fo were the Gentiles received in,onely upon their a€tuall beleevingand 
3 Emeiving the fame. And as God rejected none of the {eed of the Jewes that beleeved, for their ff 
+ Patents unbelicfe , no more doth God adinit of the Gentiles {eed that doe not beleeve,fot their © |) 
t Barents beleeving ; for asthe word condeinnes none,but with refpect to a@tuallfinne;namore fy 
| Hoth the word juttifie any, but with refpeét to actuall faith : and as every ones owne faith in| | | 
 Btrift inrights to life, fo every ones own faithin Chrift invights co the priviledges of life. of 
That the Pewes and the Gentiles being incorporated into one body in brift as Eph.2 to 20, 
fewes Infants were in the fame body, even fomsft the Infants of the Gentiles be alfa, 
OF Janfwer, inaword, that the Church ofthe New Teftament confifts both of Jews 8¢ Gens an 
: this is a truth, and admits of ali that beleeve, and rejects none. ; and for the Gentiles In- 
being in the {ame body as well as the Jews infants, his beleeve; both alikesfor the 
of the NewTeftament,though it confifts of Jews and Gentiles, yet fhe never admitted 
Many Infants as members in her body, or to the priviledges thereof, but as they appeated to | i 
Another P repofition lies thus f by this word to Abraham, W ill be thy.God, and the God of 
Why (eed, Infants are included, and therefore of ola circumcifed,ana the (ame promile be continuedinthe 


a 


tric (ame 


mightie God, and fo an All-furficient God, for Abraham to repose hi mfelfe, and build his faith 


| which implyes true faith, and holy obedience; with reference to which God made his coyg, 


it wasnotthe promile; bur the command that was the ground of 
their Infancs, And fo the fame ground muft ferve the 
which isnot the covenant, but the like expreffe command from 
but as there ismone, thetefore the firft ; yet the fecond is not true, and fo 

Sate notte be baptized, Againe: let it be minded, in what fenfe God did covenant with Abral® 


God made his covenant. For the firft,God {ets forth himfelfe to Aoraham,to be the All. | 


Sant with him, being a fit and capable fubjeé for the fame ; as Neb. 9 7,8. And with refpeg OP 


his God, andthe God of hisfeed 2. Howweare toconfider Abrahams {ced , with 


Goon: from which ground Abraham is commanded to walke before God, and to be upright, 


to which faith and faithfulnes,God took in with Abrabam.all his pofterity for a people to hin. #2 


felfe under Circumcifion, and other Ordinances, which God did diftinzuifh them fromall 

|) other Nationsin the world. Andto be a God to Aor . | 

|| faithfully to performe his promife, in making of him great,& giving him afeed, in whomthe 
ations thould be bleffed, with which feed he would eftablifh his covenant, for an everlafting 

covenant; and fo he would be a God to his feed after him, in doing for them all that hehad 


| promifed, to multiply them, to give them that fiuitfull Land of Cazaan, and fo to blefle them #* 
| with great profperitie: «4nd al/o I will be their God, that is, their God whom they fhall beleeye 


and obey; upon whom they fhall depend for the performance of all that I have promifed unto 


| | them; by which faith and obedience they fhall acknowledge me tobe their God. | 


Now thefe being the particular expreffions of the covenant,and as they lie barely in the let 


» ter, they ate figurative {peeches, and fo confidered onely as they were temporall for fo was 
| (Cannan atemporall inheritance, and (0 were the other outward bieffings, under which were fi 
) gured our fpirituall fubftances,onely tothe like Subje&ts. And as they were outward of tempo 
| rally fo confidered they were both gencrall and conditionall; foras the people did then beleeye 
God, and obcy him: fo they did enjoy them, andnot elfe ; as Heb.3. Unto which covenantcit 
 cumcifion was added, as atoken, to put the people alwayes in min:de of the faid covenants a 


| <Gen7.11.andafealeto confirme the covenant on both the fides, God to be a God unto then Be 


| asatorefaid, and they for his own people above all others, and {oto pertorme the fame conde 
| tionof faith and obedience, as 447244 their father did: And towalke as {uch circumeifedif 
| heatt, unto which they were ingaged by that Ordinance ; as Rom,2.25.26,27,28 29-otherwilg 
thecovenant ftood not in force for their outward profperitie,that was the glory of that peopl 


in generall. In which ref{pect oncly, the covenant, the feale, and the inheritance, are all ot a 


| extent; as Ge#,17 78,13 and {oended in Chrift, in whom all {tands firme onely co fuch@ 

© beleeve.; as Gal 3. This covenant w3s a¢complifhed by Gcd upon the Jewes at three feveray 

timessasthey were (ced. Pirlt, in bringing them from e#gypr to ( anaan, Secondly 

ftom 2abylonto ferafalem. And la{tiy, Chrifts coming inthe fiefh; as the feed in whom@ 

fhould be bieiied. This bicfled {ced according to the covenant Ged made with 

bamiwas (ent fitit to Abralams {ced the Jewsin generall as AZat.10 6. AMdat.15.24, font. 
Tobleife them, by calling them to and fo to turne them from their fins; as 
AC. 3.25, 23. 26 32,33. Thus the King ot heaven offered his Sonne fill 

mattiage co the Jews ; as 42Zat.2 2. and being refufed by themshe fought him a wife 
the Gentiles as 13, 46. Aét.15, 14. Rem.11.. And{o much for the promife 
Goadmade with 4ra%avand his.feed, which for the right underftanding of it, be 
deted in a feverall re{pe&, according'to the feed : but not fo tothe Gentiles and their feedy@ 
<Sovenant lics not to them in a figurative way, nor in any ficthiy or temporall relpeét, 
Aorahams feed in the fich : bur to the Gentiles in fubliar me 


aham and to his {eed after him, that was §™ 
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and fo upright as Abraham was when God made covenant with him; and 
Gentiles mult be confidered as the Jews,then they mutt havea flefhly feed, under 
re{pec as Abraham had, & have oncly one pudlike head, as Abraham was to 
& all ftand in the fame relation as children to a father, tothat one 
him, and come in the fame way, both for covenant,and command,as e4érahamand 
All which the Scriptures deny the Gentiles for coming in fucha way. ° 
th And {fol come now to the feed ; and firft to begin in the fuuntajne and head~{pring of all, ati 
and Sarah, and fee the Gofpels difcovery of their feed, compared with the Law, by which 
twill appeare what the {eed of Abraham is,that God approves of to be in the covenant with him, 
Bnd fo to have to the feale thereof. T here was underche old Teftament.a generall ftated peo. 
gle in an outwarc forme of profeffion; among whom God owned but a remnant to belong unta - 
Bhim in his gracious covenant of life ;as J/4.10. 21,22. Rom.9,27. Again fome of which inthe © 
generall God excepted, as not fo approved of in his covenant, and yet admit them lawfull mem=_ 8 
bers of that body,and {0 to the priviledges thereof,they being the feed of Abrabam after the flefh; Icy 
Gen. 20, 12,13, Gen, 25. 23, with 
Solikewife under the new Teftament, there is al {0 a {tated people, whom God approves of for 
hisown chofen ‘and true fpir ituall worfhip rs 5 againtt whom he layes no exception, butowns. 
Bihem.as fuch whom he hath purchafed with his own bloud, and fo approved Subje&s in his gra- ; q 
cious covenant of life, as {uch who are called chofen and 
1 0r,42.12,13, 25526,27, Eph.5.25,26,27¢ A ft.20,28, 
Now unto thefe two ftated or bodyed people,there isin the Scriptures two typicall heads,namie- 9 
“By, Hagar and Sarah, as Gal.4.22,23,24,25. Here Hagar and Sarah, asthetwo Mothers, typeout 
hetwo Peftaments ; even fo their two fons, and I/aac, type out the fubjeé&ts of the fame, 
heoneby the bond- woman born after the flefh, but heof the free-woman was by promile, v.23, 
Now as Hagar the Mother, the old ftate in generall,fo her fon,fignified thechil- . 
Biren of the {ame ftate,borne after the fichh, as he was ; for though that he was of the feedof Aéra- a 
ln, yet he was no childe of promife, Now for Sarah fhe was the Jawfull wife of Abrabam,and {fo 
siree-woman,with whom the a compares the ftate of the Church of the new Teftament, the 
ie fpoufe and wife of Chrift, who is free from all fervitude and bondage, & ftands onely in fub- 
to Chrift her husband, as Sarabdid to Abraham. And /faac her fon, fignifying the'trne ho- 
Wand bleffed feed, Of this holy ftocke according to the Spirit , and fo as J/aac wastrotheireac- H4 
rding to promife ; for the Gofpel approves of noneas true heires of the blefling, &fotheright fi 
bed, and truely in the covenant, but onely fuch as the promife produceth & brings forth,asitdid  #] 
aac for J/aac came not by an ordinary courfe of nature, but by vertue of the promifeofGod, § 
ind faith in the fame, which railed nature above it felfe tobring him forth ; as Gen, 18, 16,41,12. 
21.1,2, Rom.g.9. Heb.11,11,12. By this the wifdome of God in the Apoftle holds forth 
figure, who are Abrahams feed, approved of in the Gofpel, & they are fuchasarebroughe 
Seorth by a power above nature, which is by the promife of God, & faith inthe fame,as J/aac was, “Hi 
ind therefore fuch are {aid to be as J/aac was, children of the free-woman, the true feed of Aéra- ii 
item after the Spirit, & {0 heires according to promife ; as Gal.4.23,29,30,31.Gal,3.29.Rom98, | 
Now the promife in the letter, the land of Canaan, an earthly poffeflion anfwerabletothe heire | 
Batucall, and Circumcifion in the ficth, as a feale to confirme the fame upon condition of the like 7 
ith and obedience, and fo to walke as {uch circumcifed in heart, SoGod would be theirGod,to 
to bring them into their promifedinheritance;as Dewt.1, Butin the fubftance, 
iieheayenly Canaan, a {pirituall inheritance, an{werable to the heire {pitituall, and Circumcifie — j 
thinthe heart,as the feale of the Spirit, to confirme faith inthe free and abfqlute promile of life, 
#0 faith required not of man, as aconditioa, but in man,as the work of the Spirit of gracein the 
vat is made capable to joyne in covenant with God by faith. And thongh 7} 
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tal fn the laft; 48 vifibly to appeare in the covenant 


And farther, confider of it ; firft,cthat no beleever now can fo ftand to his feed, as Abrabap 
© @Fold did unto his feed, except he aflimmes the place of Abraham, and al{o his fatherhood over alf 
the faithful. But if any beleever fhould {6 farre prefuume as to aflunie e4brahams place, and 
thethood upon him, yet another cannot doe fo, Except we make Abrahams , and al} 

 eAndif it be (aid, that every beleever in his owne familie Abraham, 


be fo, then hie is the fame unto bis fervants 4s well as to his children, for fo was Abraham, | 
will (ay, that a beleever an Abraham onely to his own perfonall feed, as Abrahamwas, | 
| — Then a beleever would have a greater Fpvietes then ever Abraham had; for the covenant was 
not founded upon Abrahams perfonall| feed, tor had it been fo,then the priviledges thereof woiild 
"hhave reached to all «4brabams perfonall feed, as well as to J/aac, But this it did not,for Abraham 
© Begot many children of his own body befides 7/24c,who fhared not with him, neither in the cove. 
 mant or priviledges theteof ; as Gen,25.1. to 6. The like it is with the beleevers feed, to which the 
covenant lyes, not in any refpett, as to a particular feed, but joyntly confidered together as'a bo. 
b dy, and fo the Church of Chrift, and their off-{pring, feed, or children, as aforefaid, confidered, 9"! 
| arethe generation of the righteous, fucceeding them in the faith, not in the flefh. And this isthe 
| feedthatGod fo highly exalteth in and promifes fo many bleflingsunto. 
And fecondly itwas not being in the covenac,nor yet his faith that cht 
in his feed, or admitted the fame to the feale thereof, but onely Gods {peciall commandement:for 
bothe4brabam and many others were in the covenant of grace long before Circumcifion was ad. 9! 
i, miniitred ; and the reafon why fuch were not fealed with circumcifion before that time, was be | 
| cauilethat God no where had commanded the fame. No more cana beleevers being in the cove | 
| nant now; bring in his feed, nor admit of the fame to Baptifme, without Gods fpeéciall command 
‘forthe fame now, as e40rabam had then, othertwife they proudly affume a priviledge above theit 
| father e4braham. And though that beleevers are in fome fenfe under the fame covenant now, 4 
= then, yet inno fenfeunder the fame command, for then they muft circumcife,and not baptizejat 
‘that Males onely, and not females alfo, But as there is anew King, fo there maft be a new Law, 9 
= andasa new Covenant,fo a new fubje&;a new Church mutt have a new ftate, & a new ordinance, 
anew commandement that as all things are become new, even fo mutt all be of God, whole 
| willisto be obeyed in whatfoever he commands,which is the only ground of all mans obedience; § 
| for no mancan be faid to obey God in doing that which he hath not commanded : therefore fee. 9) 


| ing there is no command from the Lord for the Baptizing of Infants, as was for the circumeifing 4” 
© of Infants, though by Abrabamthey were circumcifed, yet by Chrift, they fhall not be baptized 
Hinthe whole body of Ucael, af well Infants 2s men of yeares were baptized, and with the fame Bay 
ti/me as ours Infants are now to be baptized, as then they were: But tn the whole body of the 
Slices Infants were bapiszed, and that with the fame baptifme [piritually that ours ws: therefore Infants 
| mow to be baptized, as then they were, hat it was the fame bapti{me with ours fpiritually 1s evident sth 
ether Ordinances there mentioned were the [ame [piritually with ours, tor they eate the fame fpiritaal 
meate,and dranke the fame {pirituall drinke with Therefore they were baptiza 
wath the fame [piritnall baptifme : Otherwife the Apoftles argument were not of force againft the Corin | 
thians,if they were wot the (ame Sacraments. With ours,nor the conclusion contained that the Corinthian 
Joomla be punifbed math the like punilbment, if they committed the like fins,therfore the argunsent is firm 
Inanfwer to thited {hall endeavour to be briefe,therefore let the Reader confider well thefe pat 
©) ticulars. Firit, here God took unto hinvfelfe the whole body of thefe people the Jewes, who wel gee! 
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., | thatcame into ¢Z¢ypr to fojourne there; as Gem. 46, AB, 7. Now let the like be made to appear 
“3 | that God ever took unto himfelfe the whole body of the Gentiles, as he did the Jewes, and 5 ee y 
| willbe fomewhat the fame with the Gentils and their feed,as it was with the Jews and.their(ecd, Um 
But if the one cannot be proved, then che other will not be granted: and fo this argument falls al. & 
"| ready. Secondly, here was no ordinance of the new Teftament, much lefle Baptifme adminifired 
ypon any of the J/raelites at their departing out of -£gypt, but onely Gods great power & good. if 
geffe, declared by leading of his people through the maine Sea, in and by the which God did pre. 7 
@rve them, and fo delivered them up as it were to and to his Government and dire&tion, 
_. } wa people preferved in death. As in and by Baptifme the partic being by the.grace and power of Im 
"| God preferved, he is delivered up to Chrift, to his Government and direCtion,, as one rifen from 1 
death, with a new life to God ; as Rom.6,Col.2. Gal, 3. The Baptitmeinthe Cloudand 
ia the Sea, was onely inthe type or fhadow, and (0 in the Letter of the old Teftament,oppofed to tim 
the Miniftration of the Spirit in the new Teftament ; as 2 Cor.3 .andis ours fo far asthetypemay 1 
gree with the truth and no further, So that in thetype and figure it was theirs, but inthe tcuch # 
god fubftance it is ours ; Therefore that Baptifme which they had.in the. oldTeftament undera i 
yaile, was not the fame Baptifmethat we have inthe new Teftament with the face Open, 2 Car, 2. | 


‘And though that Infants were baptized with their Baptifme, yet Infants are not to be baptized 
with our Baptifme;for we have an Altar whereof they have no right to eat Which ferve the Tabernacle. 
PThirdly, that Infants were then baptized with the fame Baptifme fpiritually shat ours is; this] 
omewhat quettion, becaufe to be {piritually baptized, isto have the internall and {pisituall parr 
ofBapti(me, and fo the fubftance as well as the externall part, and thenall fuch fo baptized asi a 
thinke muft be faved, But many of them that were baptized in the Cloud & Sea,were overthrowne [i 
jinthe Wilderneffe, as a teftimony of Gods wrath againft them ; as Heb. 3. Thereforefuch though fi 
they had the outward externall part, and fo the fhadow, yet nottheinternall. and {pirituall: parc, 
the fubftance ; and fo not the fame Baptifme with ours {piritually as affirmed: Againe, they were Wf 
got {pirituall fimply in themfelves confidered, for thenthe «£gyptians andthe: cattell that went 
wit of with them , fhould have fo partaken of them ; forthe eZ 
ga, and the cattell dranke of the water, and all pafled through the Sea. Therefore they werefpiri- 
as they ferved to fome fpirituall end or ule appointed by God,and that. wasastheyfig- 
Bhified & held out fome fpirituall So that fuch are faid to eate of the famefpirituall:meate, 
= gind to drinke the fame {pirituall drinke, which are capable fo for to eate and todrinkéofthemsas #1 
they are {piricuall things, And fo the bleffed Apoftle applyes the fame unto Fathers, asmenof #1 
jeares and {0 capable, and not unto [nfants,neither doe | finde Infants punifhedamongehe J/rae § 
utes in the Wildernefle, nor yet threatned by che Apoftle among the Corinthians in the Apofiles #4 
And this way carriestheA poftles Argument in force againft thelike finners amongthe Co= 
|) Pietbians, or any other people ; for the {cope of the Apoftles Argument is to informethe Corinthi- 1 
ws, and fo all others as well, that no outward priviledge whatfoever, thall fecureany peoplefrom # 
fnifhment that goe on in finne.And to make this appeareto be true, he prefents them with anex- 1 
ample of Gods dealing with his own people ofold, even our fathers, who hadasgreatoutward | 
fiviledges as any the Corinthiaus had, and yet for all this, upon their-going on infinne, God pu- Hi 
} But what for allthis ; Suppofe all be granted, that the whole body of the J/raelites, together: | 
prith their Infants, paffed through the Sea, and were all baptized unto AZo/es in the Cloud,andin |) 
| PoeSea. What can this make for the proving of the Gentils baptizing of their Infantsnow under’ 
| New Teftament ? If this proves any thing for Infants Baptifine, itmuftbe upon thetike octa- 
the fame end, and by thte likecommand, as‘allthe formerwas';for the I/raeliteshada 
peciall’ command from God'for all tliat tHey did ; t6 depare-with their Infants outof 
nd to follow the Cloud, and to doe-what{oever was donee’= 
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the Lord, to the Gentils, for them to baptize their Infants, as here was for the //raclites, thenthe 
‘Argument is infirme, and of no worth; but there is no fuch command from God for the fame. 
| ‘Therefore; though'chiat the J/rae/ites Intants were baptized then, yet the Gentiles Infants not 
be baptized now. Andfolcometothethird Argument, laiddownethus. 


| “Dhere ts one and the fame confiderarion of rhe firft fruits, and the lampe, the roore and the branches, 


but the firft fruirsandroote beleeving Parents are holy and muft be baptized; therefore Infants the lumps 
audbranches-are holy, and muff be baptized alfo, The firft pare ss cleare from the Law,of [anttifying the 


| therby them, or their Infants. Now if there be not the like occafion Z end, and ‘command from - 


tue 


| and then more 29 examine the truth of it in the grounds alledged to prove the fame. 4 


us: 


sareswhichisa meer fallacicjand farre from the intent of the Apoftleinthofe words. And 
Rom 


con 
pant 
con 
4 the frusts, by offering the fir|t fruits, there being nothing more required, he fecond cleare from ment 
16. witht (or. 7.14. Both which places are of alike confideration, and have the (ame fenfe Ying c 
‘and meanin s and for the latter, it is I fuppofe miftaken, when st is expounded to be the fame with thay | yern 
which is poke before ,of Infidels perfons fanétified to the beleever, fo as that the beleever might dwell with hip < 
| the Infidell daily ; for sf the meaning were fo, then the Apoftles argument Were none at all ; for this might } peop 
ae gneftioned inthe nature of the thing as well as the former, and therefore if he intended nothing elfe, he 4 delce 
| faidnorhing cleare the Genepall, and the fcruple from thence. Befides the Apoftle faith two things, \oyn 
hrf, that co the pute, all things are pure and fan@ified, therefore a beleeving husband or wife might | with 
dwell With an Infidel! yoke-fellow, feed 
The fecond thing ws, that by vermm of abeleevers eftate in grace, all his fruit holy, and partakers of Chri 
fame flare of grace with him; unlef[e they do by fome evill of theirs deprive them/elves of it,as Efay | W 
and and (uch like have done. The Apoftle peaking therefore of a twofold holineffe, the one na Rom. 
| thing it felf, but to anothers ufe; the ober of the thing it (elf, it cannot be bat finfull for to con ratic 
found them lies the argument, andthe grounds proving the fame Word for word, pone 
whick all firit call over againthe Argument it [elf, and {peak a word'to that, poot. 
Gods 
— ip, the alive 
sroot and the'branches,But the firft frujtsand root beleeving parents are holy, and mutt be bapti- T. 
| fed. Therefore Infants the lump and branches are holy alfo, and muft be baptifed. Let the wife § the f 
-hearted Reader obferve the fallacie in this Propofition, & the ftrength which bears up all the buil- 
 -dingthatis laid upon the fame, is onely taken for granted without proof. Firft for the root thatip 
| sherecaken for granted, butno way proved tobe beleeving parents , which I deny as hereafter J gives 
manifeft to the contrary by Gods afliftance, Secondly, that Infants are put for the lamp and: 
Sbranches, which Dalfo deny, as in dug place willappear, Thefe being prefuppofed,the argument prov 
uponthe words of the Apoftle, Rem 11.16, As the firft fruits areholy, fo  thelump 
| andthe root being hely, fo are the branches, Gathering from hence, that asthe firft fruits to God did Cove 
| -fanGifie all che reft of the fame lump ; belecving parents fanGifie all their {eed that proceeds 
*froustheir loyns, And foas the firtt and the root being beleeving parents are holy: even @ k 
he emp and branches being the'r Infants are holy alfo.and fo to be baptifed 4 arente fidere 
the | 
ay The penerall (Cope of the Apoltles difcourle in this Chapter is concerning the Jews bred c 
_ king off, and the occaficn of it; as al their calling by the Gofpel, who were the people. of GOFF God 
Anat WC fold confideration. Firftsas they were a national] people according to the fiefh, with md confic 
nyoutw. rd priviledges futable to the fame;by which God declared himfelfto be their God, am Ephe 
» they hie people above all others in the world. Secondly, fome of them God owned ina more fpe 9 fd 
~ ciall manne swith reference to his gracious covenant made with e4bérabam, and eftablithed, with 
and t feed after him fox As Ges. 17. which confideration.cannd 
dally confidered, have formerly proved. For if fo, then all. the whoh Bihe fi 
eltate of grace ; and fo all of them to have been 


ment, as Kings, Judges, and other the like Governors of that nature. Secondly, a Church confitte 
ing ofan holy Afflembly of worfhip and worthippers : and {oa {pirituall ftate with the likego- 


} ernment and governors; as Prietts, Prophets, and the like of that nature, All which held fellowe 


hip and commnrion together, becaufe God took into one body that whole Nation for hisown 
people, Or rather one head comprehending them all, which was e4braham, from whom they 


delcended as children {pringing trom the loyns ofa father. All which fo fpringing out of hig 4 
f loyns did affume to themfelves an equall right and priviledge in Gods gracious covenant made 
fwith Abraham and his feed, fuppofing God had bound his covenant generally upon him and his 
fed in his naturall generation attertheflefh. But God refpecting in the fame onely his chofen in. 
§ Chrift, witch whom he confirmed his Covenant with I/aac in re‘erence to Chrift,Gen,1 7.Galg. 

Who in Gods own time he cals them to the faith,that they might appear to whonithey belong; | 
hom ,3.29.29,30, Gal.4.4 6, Thefe the Apoftle ever defends againft the generall rejection of that 


pot, Which grace the reft oppofed, and were caft off tor their unbeleef : and when the fulnefle of 


Gods time is come to call them to belief, they fhall be received againinto their former eftateas 
from thedead, as 11, 23,24. Luke is.24, 
Therefore the Apoftle afrer he hath proved the rejeQion of the Jews, he labours to make good . 


the faithfulneffe of God in his promife of grace, and the effe€tuall power of the Gofpel in the 
fying effects thereof in {uch as beleeved through grace, though the Jews in their nationall refpect 
were rejected, and fo few of them gained to the truth: as Rem. 3.3, 4. Rom, 9.6, Rom. 11; Andhe 


pives a reafon of it thus: though that the Jews were all under an outward form of profeffion of {/] 


Gods name and truth, and fo his people in that refpe&; yet chere was but a remnant that he ap- 
proved of in the Covenant according to his eleGion of grace, unto whom the promife of Jife 
lidbelong, As Rom, 9.6,7,3. Rom, 11.5. 7.Nowtothele Gods {peciall care is to perform his 


Covenant, and all thathe promifed to them in their father Abraham, with reference to 
Whomas the root God eltablifhed his holy Covenant for thefe his holy branches. Rom, 9.11.42. 114 
Rom, 11.1.2. Rom, 8. 28,29, 30-Rom. 11.26.2, Pet.3.9. Now the lump generally con- || 
idered, comprehends all, both the tirft the latter: tor except the firft fruits were partok 
whe lump, it could not give teltimonie that the lamp was holy; which lump fo.confidered is'Gods. } 
and chofen in Chrift, with reference to their beleeving in him: and fo the approved fab, | 


Ras of Gods gracious Covenant, and heirs apparent to the kingdom. of Chrift.. Im which fence 
“PSod had one and the fame refpe& unto.all, and every part of the fame lump, and that was as he 


Pionfidered the fame in a conformitie to hisSon, as the end of-his ele&tion, Rom, 3; 28, 29,30, 
2, Sothat there is in the fubftance of truth one and the fame. cene-. 
MMeration in the firft fruits and the lump, according to what is laid down in the propofition; the 
imp being as aforefaida remnant.according to GodseleGion, with reference to faith ; and fo 
l#pproved {ubietts in his holy Covenant, appearing in Abrahams, Ifaacs and Facobs beleeving as 
ihe firft fruits of the fame, ap 


of that.blefied crop inGods holy Covenant. were holy: onely {6 ap; 


? 


orelfe co fall from an eftate of grace. So that as God had then a nationall Church and people; 
1 een fo had he for the fame alfo nationall priviledges both for order, ordinances and governs 1 

ment. Which order cannot now be expected for us Gentiles under the new Teftament:and though 
‘| that God admitted them all alike to the outward priviledges inthe type, yet God had another 
confideration of them in refpe& of the fubftance; as not to approve of them all in his holy Goves * 
gant of grace, Yet of that whole body in generall, Abraham according to the fleth was theftock 
J orroot trom whom they {prong as natural! branches, as 704, 8. Which national] people muft be: 
4 confidered in a two- fold refpe&, Firft, a civill fate or common-wealth under a civill governs 


j ntion, For though fuch were rejected as were not elected, this made not the promifeof Gadof 
# pone effe& to thofe who ftood firm ia the covenant by grace in Chrift Jefus.as branches jin: thein 
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provokethe Jews to receive the by the firg 
fruits of the lump, he firft wet appeared in the 
| Govenant of grace, in fuch a way by faith, and fo holy was that remnant which God had jy 
| among them, with reference to the fame {tate the firft fruits were in, and fo holy ; the fame cong. 
| Aeration isto be had of the lump, with reference to that ftate which God in his time fhall cay } 

them untoby his Gofpel, and fo are holy alfo : for this muft re{pe& a vifible holineffle futable tg 
| -chatinthe firt fruits, otherwile it makesnothingforthething inhand, 


 _ Allwhich well confidered, will leaye no place for Infants in this lump according to the Apo. 
Mes intent; for look what were the fubjeQs of Gods election, the fame is the fubje& matter of this 
| Jump. But the firft were perfons confidered in Chrilt by faith, as hath been proved, and therefore 
| thefe the fame and notInfants. As Ephe/-1.4. 
| —- But if any Will fay that {uch as are eleébed and after come to beleeve, they Were firft Infants and they 

| eletted, and beloved of God, and fo holy suthetwrinfancie, 
| So ie may be faid of the reprobate, that he is firft aninfant, and the fame in his infancie: by 
| weare to walk by a rule, and to judge of perfons by the word of God , and therein to fee who 
| they are that God by his Word approves of ; and we to do the fame, and then as the Word of fi 

| God condemnes none but with refpect toaCtuall fin, no more doth it juftifieany without refpe@ 
| toattuall faith, and fo to {ee in che Gofpel what perfons the fame approves of to be true fuubjedts 
q of grace, fuch as may be juttified, and juitly imputed members of the body of Chrift,redeemed by 
| 6hisblood, and fo true heirs of glory, and to be invefted into all the priviledges of grace’b bap. 
' tifme. Now whether the Gol Pe inrights or admits any perfons unto thefe holy priviledges, 
| without refpeét to their actuall beleeying in Chrift: but this no where appears in the new Tefte 
| ment, which is the onely will of Chrift that is now in torce, for the approving or declaring the 
| lawfull fiubjeéts of the fame; therefore no infants here admitted, untill they appear beleevers in Hof 
| -Cheilt, and fo the fecond fruits of the lump, anfwerably to the firft fruits: forthe firft fruitsever § 

| Amplya fecond ofthe fame kind. As 1 Cor, 15.20.23. Revel. 14.4, Rom,16, §.and 8.33, 
| | Byroothere, is that from which the Jews were cut off, and the Gentiles grafted in ; and thatis fitcal 
F motonely | cleeving parents, and fo the fame with the firft fruits, as the argument affirmes, but § 
| Chritt myftically-confidered, with reference to the rules of order, ordinances and government, 
Jaiddownin the'new Teftament, for all fuch to beleeve, and {ubmit unto, that God approves true 
In refpect of which Chrift is called a Vine, a root, and the foundation. 
5. Rom,1§.1 2>Rev, 55.22.16, 2.16.1 Cor. 3.41. Eph, 2.20. Upon which founda it 

the prepared matter for the building is laid, which are fuch as havea difcernable pring No 
oferace and faith, by which they are onely capable fiances to be grafted in the ftock of 
Foot, and to bejoyned as members to their head, and {0 becomes an orderly body, as 1 (or,4m Pir 
which refpeot'it is called che hovfhold of faith, the Church of God, andthe body of Chrilt 
Gal, 6.10. Aét.20.28; Ephe/. 1.22523; Col. 1.24. Which body confifting of particular member) 
fo many branches abiding in their olivetree, vine and root, Chrift their head; who as the root 
© feeds the whole body, fo with ncurifhment and fatncfle, thatevery branch receiving of the fame [Mer 
By faith becomes fruiciull. As Poh. 15.5. with Rom.41.17. Col.2.19. Ephe/. 4.15.16. 
Meant Chirilt as aforefaid, with reference to the rulesof the Gofpel,and foas heis laid@ 
© the foundation of the new Teftament appears in this : firft in that he is the root or olive-tree , oul Bp Sec 
of which the Jewsare calt, andthe Gentiles grafted.in, Roms. 


 weatine we fpeak of vifible things) fo is the lump out-of which thefe firft appeared by a S. 
Se aart of the fame alfo holy in the fame confideration. Again, the lump which the A they 
Fpake of, is ta be underftood of che Joss and not of the Gentiles,as he here applies it; For though | grac 
| the freaks tothe Gentiles, yet here he {peaks of the Jews, For inthe Chapter before he labourgi,_[ form 

S, 


Secondly, in that the Apoftle charges the Gentiles if they boaft ii theinfelves che Jews: 
they bear not the root, but the root them: ver, 18, that is, thou‘appeareft not to have the trath oF g 
ce, and fo not the true nature of the root and life of Chriftin thy heart, but onely an outward i 
the profeflion of him As7ob15.2, 
Thirdly, from the confideration of that which the Jews refafed, and the Gentiles received, 
ghich was Chrift aforefaid. Therefore it is Chrift in his myfticall order and government amie 
his Saints, that is here the root and olive tree, with his Spirit in his ordinances, iffuing forth fap 
gd fatneffe of life and comfort into every beleeving heart asa branch ofthefame. 
This will yet more clearely appeare, and confider what was the Jewes owne naturall'rooteand 1 
Olive tree, whereof they were naturall branches, onely by faith, a8 the Apoftle fo declares them: 
wr, 20, 21, 24, Which was union and communion onely with God in all his divine ordinatices oF iw 
gorfhip, the manner and forme of which was that mofaicall and typicall order ofthe old Tefta- 1m 


is |ment, in which refpect the Jews were the firft that ever God tooke in communion with himfelfein 7 
holy way of worfhip, and thereforecalled the firft fruits of his love in that refpe&,and natu» 


jall branches, Which order and manner of worfhip ( but not'the matter) being chariged at the 
emming of Chritt in the flefh, and a new forme and order fet up by him, called the Gofpel or new ff] 
Idtament,which order they oppofed and were rejected : thus was Chrift the precious tryed ¢drner 
ifone, and fure ‘oundation laid in Sion 5 as E/4, 28.16. 1 Cor. 3.14, 1 Pet.2;6, And Wastothe 
{tumbling ftone, and rock of offence; as 1 7,8. 4. 11. For which the Kingdome 
juastaken from them ; a3 AZar, 21. 41, 42,43. That is, they were caft out of fellowthip andcom- 
gnion with God, it refpe& of his worlhip and fervice for this their unbeliefe , and the Gentiles if 
hat did {ubmit to the Gofpel were taken in,for the worfhippers of God under the newTeftament; jim 
ad fo ftand in relation to Ged, as heires of the Kingdome both of grace and glory by faith in. 
Ghrift, “And when God pleafes to call them by the Gofpel to beleevein his Sonne, and fubmitun« 
phim, as he is the Mediatour ofthe new Teftament, then fhall they be received againe into their. #4 
dd fellow hip and communion with God, as of old, to ferve and worfhip him apainé, ording. 


$ 


othe ordeis and rules of Chrift in the Gofpel, as of old they did according to the order and rules. i 
» And thus the Apoftle proves their firft eftate to be holy, as firft fruits of that holy and blefled re. 
they ftood in to God by faith. From which for their unbeliefe they arecut off.and the Gen. 

‘Tiles by faith.admitted in, of meere grace, and notto boaft: and yet there isa remnantofthemto 1 
called as the lumpe, and a fecond fruit, which arealfo holy in referenceto the firft fruit of the | | 
lime holy root, as aforefaid. And as the rooteit felfe is holy, fo fhall thefe branches be when they 
lyme to be grafted in againe to their owneé roote or Olive tree , as at the firit, whichis union and WW 
bmmunion with Godin his holy way of worfhip, under the Gofpel as of old under the Law. i 
ind fo much for the roote or Olive tree, which muft be underftood of Chrift myftically confidered,. |) 
Wd not of beleeving parents,asaforefaid, = 
» Now a word of the branches, which cannot be meant of Infants, but beleevers onely in the As | 

Pict, They are branches onely inthe fame consideration as they fubfift and grow inthe roote or: | 
Vine, and FA beare the true nature of the fame, by which they appeareto be holy, by the fruits | 
| Miereof. Chrift, as aforefaid, being the roote or vine, the branches can no way be faidto fubfit 
jd to grow in him as their roote, but onely by faith, and he inthem by his Spirit, without which, |) 


| 

t [Mere is no holines in the A poftles fence,who fpeaks of fach a holines as is produced in the branch, . | 
| 


Wthe holy roote, in which ingrowes and fo partakes of the nature of the roote, by vertue'of the. 
and communion it hath with the fame; all which isby faich, asthe Word 
Secondly, There isno branch that is alive in the Vine , but partakes of the life-and fap ofthe | 
branch thouel never fo young and {mall, is difcovered to.be alive, | 


| 
| 
| é 


-aforefaid, not to be underftood of Infants, but beleevers, 


‘fuch as 


be Infants or others;0 that their faith be vifible,as ic ae be difcerned,otherwile it concerns no. 


the faith, and fo babes in Chrift; as 704,2.12. 1 Cor.3.1.3. Heb.5 12,13. 


ace of Chrift.their true vine and olive tree,by which they 


be fet in his vineyard, or grafted into ftock, but onely fuch as are capable to comply with the 


| fame, in the fap; and nourifhment thereof, to the end it may grow and bring forth fruit : and{ 
| tis with Cheift, who comes not (hort ofnature, and therefore he admits not of any dead plant 


body , confifting of both living and dead members, which all are that have not a living principle: 
of grace & faith in him, which all beleevers Infants have not; nor any at all yuntill they are borne. 
againe of the Spirit, as 7b. 3 5, 6. The Church of God, which is the myfticall body of Chrift, ig 
nota mixt.company, but onely one fubftantiall and royall fubftance, futable to her head & mate: 
ter, by which fhee was produced, being the immortall feed of the Word ; and therefore one holy 
{pirituall uniforme compacted body, | both for nature and forme, Cant. 6. 9. Mal.2.15. Epha, 
44, to 22. 70b,4,33, All which confidered, proves the body of Chrift, or Church of God under 
the new Teftament, not to confift of Infants, neither in whole nor in part; and fothe branches 


keevedin from thence gather that Infants have faith, & 


end frons the words of Christ, Mat. 18.6. [peaking there of fomee little ones that bee 

rhe ani{werina word is this > Thatl am for all that beleeve, and onely for them, whether they. 


thing the point in hand, for we are upon yilible things, uch as may be judged of by the Word of 


Gad, Againe, little children that beleeve, in the Scripture fenfe, are fuch as be little and weakein. # 


priviledges to the one, as tothe other, Cre. 


fo his peculiar treafure, so whom he committed gveat.matters of truit, as 


ofthe Jewes; as Rom.9.5. 7ob.4.22, In refpe& of which there was a blefled promi 


6 4, Epb.2.12:Ot whom came Chrift the Saviour of man, and therefore falvation is faid 


to be fetin his {piriasall vineyard, or dead members to be joyned to his myfticall body, but onely) 1] 
by faith are capable to comply with thehead, Neither took he for himfelf a compoundeg: §™ 


Bat ie is faid, that the Church of the Fewes of old, and the C hurch of the Gentiles now, are onl vs nin whi 
ture,as they are both the Church of God, and fo Infants in the one,as they were in the other nd the ame 


have before thewed the large difference between the Jewes and the Gentiles in re{pe& of ‘had 
$ outward priviledges; but a word or two more,and foend, The Church of God under the old) —* 
| Teftament, and.that now under the new, for nature are one, in reference to the E!e& of God, cale 
® ed to the faith, and by the {piric of graceunired to Chrift, as the branches to their vine,and foam) F s 
holy plant of Gods planting ; of which igdeed the trueChurch of Chrift confitts ; and therefore 
“God did ever put a diftin&tiion in Abrahams feed, even from Abrakam to Chrift ; as in Abrabamj 
“between I/aac and Ifomael, Gen.17.20,28. Gen, 21, 1154213. in J/aac, between facob and E 
Gen.25. 23..Rom.9. 11, 42-in Facob; between Ephraim and Manafe, Gen. 
Andthus the holy Ghoft figuratively pointed at a difference in Aerahams lecd, between the 
children of che fieth, & the childrenof God, Kom.9.6,7,8. And though God didthus diftinguift 
Gn Abrahams pofteritie. yet there could. not be the like dividing in the fame,they being a nationall, P™ 
‘hing both ofa Church, and {0 {pirituall, and of acommon wealth, and fo all undes 
acivill worldly government. Whicltnation God crowned with many cutward priviledge he 
= never did any people in the earth, they being the firft people that God ever tooke into.covenant 
Wwitb-himlelfe in fuch.away.; by whom he raifed himfelfe a name and fame in.all the-world, and 


to bring fortly,in itsfeafon,fach fruit as by which the fame may be difcerned: 
here by thefe (picituall branches, they cannot properly be called branches in the Apoftles fence. 
| butas they partake of the life and grac 
| peareat the leaft co be alive in him by faith, and inabled by the fameto bring forth fuch fruits ag. 
| may difcoyer them to be in the Covenant of grace; and {o to be admitted unto the priviledpes 9 | 
| thereof, as 704,15.1.9- Nature it felfe teaches as much, for no man will admit of dead plants ty: _ 
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® the Jews, for the bringing forthof the M ) a 
fhould be bleffed. And therefore all of that nation were admitted tothe outward priviledges, 
§ fgures of him which that Nation was to bring forth: fo thata fruicfull -wombe was counted a 
ei blefling among the Jets, not knowing who might be fo honoured as to bring forth thac @ 
bl 


fob. 3.3 5,9. 706.1, 12,13. and therefore we are faid now to know no manafter the A-th, no 
§ nor Chrift himfelf.as the Jews did, not Chrift himfelf after the ficth, 2. Cor. 5.16, and Circum- 


from:their fins, by calling them to repentance. As Aé?.3,19 20.25.26. ortocomfortthem 


, Bigracious Covenant, but in his free and ¢ffeCtuall call to beleeve in his Son,in whom they were 


Beted co the fame; which call to the faich makes the onely difference between them and others, ci 


HPreving parent; for fo one may be and petifh as foon as any others, | 


“= 


eflias, and’ the promifed; feed, in. whom all Nations 


“= 


¥ 
“4 
wt 

¥ 


‘ 


efled and al! bletling feed, And therefore God honoured. the nacurall birch, amo 
with {uch outward bleffings and priviledges that behongs not to che Gentiles.at all, 


Jews; 
The Gentiles 


t 


pow are to look for their bringin forth of Chriagcording to the Spirit, as the Jews did then & 
according to the flefh : and likewife their birth, and their {eed in all things futable to the fame, A «a 


filion was one priviledge of che fieth ; as Phs/. 3..4,,.5. Uherefore though.cthat the Jews inkints. 
were admitted to all chofe outward priviledges being a nationall people, and fo.anationall | 
die, with a natural] birth, and the like feed in generall, yet che Gentiles infants cannot be admit- | 
ed to their (pirituall priviledges, they being a perfonall people, called by the Word of grace, | 
ind{o a {pirituall-body with a {pirituall birth, andthe like feed, 
And {o much for the meaning of the Apoltlc, Rom,11,16, which makesnothing for the bap- “Vf 
ing of Infants, but altogetheragaintt the fame, the words not being well confidered, and theres 
fore mifapplied ; the firit truits being fuch as firlt fo appeared of Gods ele& by faith in fuch.a way 
ofgrace by Gods receiving and approving of them in his holy covenant, Todel {fo many gracious 
pomifes, The lump, fuch a remnant in the eleCtion of grace, chiefly of the Jews,with reference 
othe fame ftate of grace and faith in Chrift, as the firlt truits were in,when God foapproved-of 
lem, And fo a fecond fruits following the firft fruits of the fame kind, which firlt fruitsdid ever 1 
pellippofe che fame. And fo for rhe rootiand branches, the root Chrift myftically confidered ag 
orefaid, as the Scriptures hold him forth. The branches {uch as grow in him by faith, andhe — 1] 
inthem by his Spirit, by which they are alive in their vine. All which are underftood of belees 
rs, and notof Infants, and fo with refpe& to their calling and not to their infancy; as 
mich promife is in no other fence to the children then to the parents ; and that is either to turn i 


pturhed sor repenting by tendring and applying to tht¢m the promifed Saviour Chrift Jefus as 
23.26 32,33-38,39 Andas Godhath not grounded hisele&tion of grace in the feed of 
decvers,but in the good pleature of his will: no more hath ke the difpenfation of the famein - * 


Minot their being the feed of beleevers by|a naturall birth, For we arealikeby nature, children 9 
bwrath as well the feed of beleevers as any others, confidered in any perfonall refpect; as Rem, 
3. Whofe happinefle depends upon that blefled change, and {piritaall birthby which  # 
my are born again, and called to beleeve in the Lord of life sand not their being the feed of a’ 


7 


"And now for the other Scriptures, 1 Cor. 7. 14, if this be ofthe fame confideration with the 
mmer, then the fameis an{wered with that, and fo they are both yoid in refpe&t ofthe end for, 
hich they are alledged,namely,to prove the holineffe of iafants being in the Covenant of grace 
life, by vertue of their being the children of beleeving parents, and fo to have right to Bap- 
Mme, But | do not underftand this Scri pture to be of the fame confideration with the forniers 
Mtherefore a word ortwoof thisalfo. ng: 
And for the underftanding of the Apoftle in the fame, its good firft to confider what that ho= 
Bucis which inrights perfons to the priviledges of grace, and that is one of thefe two at the 
of Chrift,in whom God looks upon his children, and approves of 
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inthe holy frults'and thercof, 
to right t beto Om 
Gf both by the Word Gf God! 24; Tir. 3.5.1. Pet. Hebr. 12,14. Thereisng | 


together in that honoura 


awdull for co retain their children. To which the Apottle an{wers from a double ground, thusg 


| | by which fuch perfons appear, 
to the aforefaid priviledges, before men who mutt judge of the tree by thefruirang 


fanGified by the beleeving wite, that fo they may lawtnlly continue 
ble 


sloping becairie this holineffe of the children niight be queftioned as 


2. 
‘of busband and wite in their civill conimerce and focietie. And fo much the more, having ante take 


‘ampleof the like nature in the Law. 10.7, about vihich thing they wrote to the Apolg wou 


/forinformation, Cer, 7.1. afd queftioned northe children. Wherel y it appears they 


nd. So that youmay lawfully live together in that comfortable A 


_ othe ‘he inelié that proc seeds from Gous holy Covenant, or that can inrignht toany priviledge og ' 
er the Gofpel. For whatfotver can truly inright any perfonto,the priviledges of § 
Brace, che fam inrightto grace, then what inrightsto glory, 
that it chis be fach a tiolineffe, how many it inrightsto Baptifme, ic alfo inrights 
_ tte Blory : and foall that are baprifed; being children of beleevers, and fo holy, mult be faved oy 
die fall from grace. But neither of chefé do beleeve for cruth,and cherefore this holineffe mug 
4 then that which ténd# to life eternall, Icis-faid, the unbeleeving wifejs | 
Roly, or whith is all one by the husband; and the unbeleeving husband by the wife; 
| wereho fo! four childretf Would be unclean alfo ;but in that the unbeleeving husband § 
and Wife is holy byt fe beleevers, fo are your chiftiren by the fame means holy likewife. Forthe | ™ 
| faitie way the children would be unclean, by the fame rule of contraries they are holy. Buti hc 
t unbeleeving husband were not fanctified by the wite, and the unbeleeving wite by the beleeving li 
| husband; hot thus fanétificd the one tothe other, that they might lawfully ™ 
continue ‘Husband and wite, their children would be unclean, in that°they were be ™ 
gotenin ant way, for here the uncléanneffe of the unbelecving and unfaactified parents th 
ifin cale they werefo: and the uncleannes of the children is the fame: even fo on the contrary,the 
fre 
F) Which holinelie of the chifdren arid the fan@itie of the unbeleeving parents is the fame sop. tl 
a poled to the \incleannefic in oppofition to the fame. So that as the one isuncleannefle of the flzh, mt 
{6 is the other the holiiseffe of the fleth, compared with theic together: Exr4 10.2.3.1, Sam. at, unc 
455 t Cor.6.18. and 7.1, 2.1 The/. 4.3, 4. And forthe two-told holinefle chat is noted in 
| Abguiment to be cone tre’ in the Apottles words, the one not in the thing it felt but to another: 
4 de and the other of the thing it felf, and therefore tin to confound them. Ji dre 
This is iii part true, for the holinefe‘ofthe children is not onely tuciva relative holineffe as hol 
\otliex tafe, as the unbeleever to the beleevers ule, and no move; but the kolineffe of the 
theijelves, as the thereof by nature, being begotten and born in that lawfull ange PPO 
| honourable way of marriage by Gods appointment, and fo holy and clean in oppofition tofu 
as are begotten and broughe il} a way of uncleannetie; as adultery, fornication te 
Dike (aid hat if this were the meaning of the Apottles then he faid nothing 
i onely for the clearing ofthe feruole, which befell the Corinthians by reafon ot an 
which thea pottle Writ to them before, as 1 (or. 5 9. wherein he fo prefles them froma pas he 
Nin any or any tinclean perton, in the worlbip of God; which 
with the world, apon which they queftioned the !awfull retaini falva 
are fanctied to tuch as delecve 5 as Zs. 1.15. and fo 1s the unbeleeme 


ben 


1 i¢lawfull to retain your children, and not to put them away. though you beleeve, and A do @ 
not. Then much more the unbeleeving parents as aforefaid that bear them for if the-effe 
holy, then the cau(e be alfo:holy that produceth the fame; which is Geds koly ordinance of 
} marriage, and not his holy covenant of grace, Now ithad beenin vain for the Apoiile to have @ 
} gone about to prove the lawful] reftraining of the unbeleeving husband and wife from the holi- i 
 nefle of their children being in the Covenant ; for nothing was more clear then thisy that fuch 4 
1 children as are begotten in uncleanneffe were not approved of in Gods holy Covenant ofdifenor ° 
4 any way holy cither by Law or Gofpel.. How then could this tend to remove the Corimthigns Te 
} fcruple, to tell them they might lawtully continue together, becanfe their children were in the j 
1 Covenant of grace and life, and fo were holy; when as their {cruple lay in matter of uncleannefle 1 
} upon which they were to part, Now this mutt firft becleared, whether they werefo or not in res 
I fpe& of themfelves, before ever they could beleeve the holinefie of their children, or any fuch to it 
1 bein Gods gracious Covenant: for the children of adultery and fornication age debarred the 7 
1 holy Covenant both in the Law and Gofpel. But ifit be faid thac the fcruple was about theun- 1% 
1 lawful! commerce of the beleever with the unbeleever, and not of their marriage, as.if they lived @ 
inadultery and fornication, and fo the uncleanneffe of the ficth in that refpect asifthey werenoe 
married, Now if this be true, that they fcruple not their marriage ; then it holds true alfo, thac 
they did not queftion thelawfull retaining of their children : And fo the Apoftlesargument from 
the fame is of force to prove the lawfull continuing of their parentsiallo though the one :called 
tothe faith, and fo a beleever, and the other not. In which refpecét they judged their children 
# free from that uncleanneffe the unbeleeving parent was or might be guiltie of : co which the Apo- 
_ | file anfwers and attirms, that the condition of the parents aud the children is one and the fame 
jy, 4 inthe aforefaid refpects, If they put away the one as unclean, uponthe fame groupd the.other is 
_§ inclean, and to be put away alfo., Andas the one is holy, and to be retained; upon the fame: ji] 
ground the other is holy, and to be retained likewife, 
And I conclude as I began, that the hi linefle here both of the unbeleeving parents and thechil4 


4 
4 


gl dren is the fame for nature, being oppofed to one and the fame uncleannefle, which is onely the 
holinefle of che creature ina natural! refpect; not the holineffe of the gracious Covenant of Jife 


eG (pirituall :efpect, asic is affirmed. And fo this Scripture alfo hath nothing at alin is for ehe 


proving of Infants true fubjeéts of Baptif{me, 
«One thing more in the Propofition I caunot paffe, whic 


h «s this: That by vertue of abeleevers ftatein 
grace, all bis fruit is holy, and partakes with the fame flate of grace with him; unleffe they do by fome 
of deprive themfelves of it, as Efau and Ifhmael. 
Aword briefly of this,aud fo I leaveit as anfwered already, | 
dae [f this bea truth, then one may-be faved by another mans faith; for here by, vertue be- 
leevers {tate in-grace, all his fruit, thatis, his children pertake of the fame with him, and fare 
hae a8 he doth, onely by vertue of his grace or {tate in grace, which is the fame. And fo by the fathers j 
ae faith the children fhare together with him in that grace which his faith inftates ham in, which is § 
2. This doétrine takes away the being of originall finne, for here they are-all holy,and par- 

takers of grace untill they commit fomea€tuall tinne, Which denies any original fin, for that 
Would make them unholy, though they never committed a@uall fin in their own perfonse 
3. layesa ground of falling out of aneltate of grace ; for by this dodtrine &/4u and 
use beleevers children are holy, and partakers of the fame grace with their. parents,untill chey 

And lafily, this is fal(@ dottrine, fot both E/aw and were excluded from being fubjeRts 

ing grace before they committed a€tuall fin. As Gen, 3$,23 with Rem, 9.1 

. Da and niniani €,10/ 4 nai 


aie 
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Jeaveit asan old Creed bare error, not worth any futther medling with. And now to tlie fourth: — 
Baptilme [ucceeds circum ifionsthen as infants Were are infants to he baptized, 
but Baptilmewcceeds 11,12, Therefore as infants were circumcifed, are ite 
| This Argument is fomewhat weak,and therefore a weak anfwer fhall ferve ; What though Bap. | 
tifme fuccceds circumcifion, multic needs follow, that as Infants were circumciled, they mutt of © 
neceflitie be baptized: The new Teftament furcceeds the old,muft it needs follow therefore that the | 
fame order be obferved now; as was then ; All che whole houfhold of every familie among the j- 
vaclites in egypt, aswell children as others, were to eate the Paffeover, Exod.12.3,4 And 4 
Lords Supper iucceeds that, and yet Infants are not approved as fic Communicants in theLords . 
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Supper, becaufe they are not capable fubjetts. Buritisa double myftery,how perfonsarefitand 9 bre 
capable of union in a State, that are not ficand capable of communion in the ordinances ofthe | det 
fame State. And more myfiticall, how one fhould be a capable tubye& of Baptifme, and not ofthe | up 
Supper. I can fee no Rule for {uch a praétife in a!] the booke of God; and itsagainfi the Ruleof for! 
nature, that when a childe is borne,to keep it from food, The Church of the new Teftament fic. fan’ 
ceeds the old, but it will not follow thatthe like order and fubjetts fucceed each other allo;forno jr! 
L/ymaelite or Efau, are to be admitted either to union or communion in the Church flea 
der the new Teftament by Chrifts appointment, therefore though that Baptifme fucceed circume wh. 
yer the fame fubjetts doe not (9. The two Teltaments areas Wills containing certaine §not 
gacies, given and bequeathed to fuch onely as whofe names are expiefly fet downe in the fame; 
as Rev. 21 27. Inthe old Teftamentas the firft Will, a Male of eight dayes old, or a Profolyte,” the! 
Exod.12 49+ Gen. 07, 1O--1 23. 25. oh. 8. Phil, 3. 4,5, Soin the new Teftament , as the 
Jat Will of Chiitt) thé Legacies therein contained, as the priviledges and blcfling of Abraham,are 

piven onely to fich as beleeve, and to none elie, Ga/ 3.14 22 29. 4.11512. 9.7.9. | 
Gal 2, 6,7) Thefeare fuch as are begotten againe by the immortal] {ced of the Word , borne of | 
the Spirit, and fo children ct Gad, and the onely true heires of the Kingdome of Chrift, with the] i: 

hol 


priviledges thereof ; as fam.1.18 1 Pet. 2.23, 7h,1.12,13- 70.3.5:6 176.3 9,10. Rom, 8, 1744 
hele are cheholy feed, which God {0 approves of in the Scriptures, as fubjects of prace,& heires 

’ of life, and being in the covenant, they onely have right to the priviledges thercof;and their.chik-} 
dren or ofefpring'are fuch asfucceed them in the fame faich and cruth, and fo are called the Genes! 

b ration of the righteous, as fucceeding ¢ach other in the way of righteoufneffe, and not their Infants’ 


| | or perfonall feed proceeding trom their loyns by carnall generation,as £/4.43.5 44 3.0 54s, 
& 66.22, 061.9. 05. 23. compare Kev.12.1 7-Gal.4.26, | | 


| “Theleand the like Scriptures thew whatis the right and true approved 


what ig eed,unto which the 
| viledges of grace belong: fo that althcugh Baptifime fucceeds Circumcifion, yet the differenceitl § 
great, both in matcer and manneér.in pertons and things,Circumcilion tealed to things temporal} 
ard carnall,as well as {piricuall, and fo were the fubj-&s, and things to come. as under types and 


fhadows, and fo ina cloud and darknctie, Whereas Bapti/me hath for ic fubjeé&s childien of the 
light, in theélcare evidence of the Spirit, with the.face open, and confirmes faith in things come) 
acd already done: for Baptife feals onely to faith in Chrilt, and grace in the new birth, which, 
® cannot be,where there is not firit a begetting by the immortal] feed of the Word of life; for whic : 
God hath ordained in the Gofpel preaching & beleeving to goe befre baptizing as. AZ«t,28, 

o.with 6.15 16. And that way ot order which bath not God for its Author,and found) 
inthe Records ot Chritt,with his image and (uper (Btiption upon it, let ys fay as fometime he did, 
Give to (2far thar which ss (efars, andto God that which is Gods; fo lay 1; Give to Antichrift hig) 
f baptizing of Infants, & to Chrift,his baptizing of beleevers, What advantage will it beto Infanteem 


| i 
| 
| 


’ to come to the marriage-Supper; without a wedding Garment A fhall the hol y things : 
~ | forced upon fuch, as neither beleeve, know, or once defires them, will men feta fealeto a blanke > 


(oto preach, What can be more naturall, then begetting and bringing forth of the Infant, bes. 
fore feeding of it at che Mothers breafts? Is it not facriledge to preffe fuch upon the wife of Chriit 
the Church, for her Paps, with whom fhe never travelled, or beare of her body ?Chrift will deny | 


I unto any that are ftill borne, or to fet dead twigs in his heavenly and divine ttocke, or naturall 
branches in his holy and {pirituall vine. Let fuch beware how they fight againft theGod of or 
der, leaft in ftead of finding the breaft to feed before the wombe to beare, they meet with acurfe 
ypon the fingle emptineffe of Chrilt, with a double barrennefle, that will admit of no conception 
or {pirituall birth to fucceed the naturall.Not that intend in the leaft to deny falvation unto In- 

fints, no, [ am fo far from this, that | ceftifie againit all {uch doGrine, nor yet <ffirme all Infants 


a Tbe faved, neither dce I know among Infan:s, which thal] be faved, and which not, therefore [ 
= Bleave itas a fecret thing to God, unull he makes the fame appeare by fome vifible cffe& of faith, 
Awhich onely gives a vifible right unto any ordinance ot the new Teitament : and therefore I cane 
e §notfee by the Gofpel, how Infants voyde of vilible faith, fhould have vifible right unto the privi- 
s | Bkdges of grace ; neither ought they to be admitted thereunto, as hath been proved ; and allo for 
Ethele, ahd the like reafons following. 


Firlt,becaufe there is neither command 
Teftament : the order and government 0 


fod what not;but this order is no where! 
therefore the fame is not tobe praGtifed, 
3) § Secondly, Icis a high contempt and injury to Chrift, as he is the husband of the Church his 
iJ-t Moly Spoufe, to force upon him an natutal! wife, himfelte being fpirituall, and delires the like - 
1.) Hilociate, as {uch a Church is founded upon the naturall birth, namely Infants, becaufe common- 
one that is borne of the Spirit, thereistwenty 
4, § Thirdly, It isa practife that overthrows, and deftroys the body ot Chrift, or holy temple of 
P Mhod ; for in time it will come to confift of naturall, and fo a nation; and {o a national] Generati- 
carnall members,amongit whom ifany godly be,they will be brought in bondage, and be- 
ig) Pome fubjeéts of {corn & contempt,and the power of government reft.in the hands of the wicked. 
)# Fourthly, becaufe it isa ground both of ignorance and errour, for it holds people in blindnes, » 


to be admittec 


fubjetts thereot:& al fo it caufes the fimple to conceive chat Baptifme is of neceflity to 
) FFifthly, ic keeps up the State of Antichriit, by granting him this fo chiefe a corner-ftone of the 
nds houfe to liein his foundation; for that Church where Baptifme is the true ordinance of 
od, in the adminiftration thereof, is by the Rules of the Gofpel a true Church ; fothat; if Anti-- 
tits Baptifine which he adminifters be Gods ordinance, then that Church wherein he doth fo 
‘Mninifter the fame, mutt be alfo theC hurch of God, and in fin that refuleth communion with it, | 
PSixtly,Becaufe ic builds faith upon humane teftimony in matters fundamental! ; for fuch as are © 
ig) Paptized in their infancy, have no other way to fatisfie either themfelves, or others, but the bare 


| i 
j 


BE hddcen capable to receive meate before they be borne, except we make Baptifme the wombe @ 
| ofregeneration, as many doe, who teach that Infants areregenerated & borne apaine oftheSpi- @ 
‘| fitof grace in Baptifme, whofe doGrine is of the fame ftampe and authoritie, as he that fent them qa 


himfelfe to be food and nourifhment to any, where he hath not beene firlt feed to beget. Letmen jm 
uke heed how they impute fuch folly to the wifdome of God, as to give the milke ot his breafts “7 


nor example for the baptizing of Infants in all thenew Sol 
if which, in the adminiftrations thereof , is no way infe- fon} 
tigur to the old; but in the old Teftament there was an exprefle Rule, by command from God, '" 
1 to circumcifion, and other ordinances of that nature, ee 
Found in the new Teftamentfor the baptizing of Infants, sia 


§ Bit they cannot come to krow the nature of that holy ordinance, nor whatthe famerequires in —-§ 


seord of man, that mutt {tand in the place of the word of God, foc fuch to beleeve their true recei-* ~ 
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Baptize TAfants,nshkes the holy ordinance of God a lying figne,becaufe 


thofe things can be expefted in an Infant which the faid ordinance holds orth or fignifies in the 

| ddminiftration thereof, which is the parties regeneration and fpirituall new birth;a dying and | 
burying with Chrift in re(pect of fin, and a rifing with him ina new life to God, and aconfirma- | , 
of faith in the death and refurreGtion of Chrift, anda free remiffion of finne by ‘the fame3 ay 
a 


Bom,6, 3,4. AZ, 2, 38. None of all which can be expe&ed in an Infant, 
Eightly, Becaute the (ubjett of Baptifme is to be paffive, but an Infant is no way paffive, as thar | 
Ordinance requires. I meanea paflive fubje& threefold athing uncap ble, and thusis a ftone 
2. a thing ferced, and thus is an Infant, who oppofeth its Baptilme to the utmott of its abilitie, 
| fatreis it from being paffive in the fame. 3, A Hpk is paffive by a fubjeGting power producing the 
a fame in the fubjeé&, by bringing ittoa free and voluntary fubje&tion ; and thus is the true fubje& 
| of Baptifme. Nonecan be paffive to receive grace, but by grace, becaufe ic coniifts of felfe-denial]. 


And laftly this do&trine of Infants Baptifme oppofes directly the word of God, by tea. 


Cs 


shine that Infants are in the covenaiit of grace, being borne ot beleeving parents, and fo an holy 
(eed, by vertuie of which they have right to ra tifme as a priviledge of grace. Againft which the 
® holy Ghokt affirmes, that all are conceived in fine, brought forth in iniquitie, and fo by nature 
| children of wrath, and under the cuffe, and except they be borne againe trom above,they cannot § 
| 42.12. Hereman faith, that Infants are ¢leane and holy, in and from i wombe,and fo are fyb. 
fia 4 of grace and glory : but God faith that all Infants as well one as another, are firft im finne, fy, 
arid dnholy, and fo are fubje&s of wrath, untill the fecond birth makes the difference ; a8 70h,3, 
And now which to beleeve, let the upright heart to God judge. 
is (aid, that as the Covenant was made to th: and their feed under the old Teftament, 
| inthe fame manner doth the eApoftle apply the faid Covenant to beleevers and their feed in the new Bou 
Auf. The words are not, unto your feed, but unto your children : wherein there is great diffe 
"fence, For by feed in the Scripture is very often put for a naturall generation, begotten and born Bigg. 
after the flefh. And by children, a {pirituall generation, walking in the fteps of the faith of {uch #4) 
4s have gone before them : as 3.25, Ad. 13.26.33. andfo 8. 37,39. with Rem. 9.78 
the words por as much, which is to you and to your children, and to all afarre off 


“#¥eii a8 talty as the Lord our Godfhall call. So that the promife is onely to fuchas God fale, 
| Apain, its called the promile, and not the Covenant; and we know that every promife is not gay 
_a covenant’: there being a large difference between a promifeand a covenant. And now let itt Ag 
Well confidered what is here meant by the promife, and that is Gods fending of the Meflias,¢ 
the feed in whom the Nations fhould be bleffed; and fo the fending of a Saviour or Redeemermt 
fo Tirael, as thiefe Scriptures manifelt compared together : 1. Jer. 23.5,6.with Luke 1.6 
4, Atl. 13.23. At. 3.25.26. This was performed by Chriits coming firit in the fleth, in whit 
ie canie both of ind to the Jews onely by promile: as 7b 4.22.Rom.9.5, Matth 10.58% 
| Sécondly in the preaching of the Gofpel. by which he was held forth as a Saviour to all thal pro 
© (by faith laid hold upon him, asthe arm of Gods grace ftrecched out unto them, And this way a 
40 Chiriftivas firlt tendered to the Jews for a Saviour, to fave them fron: their fins: 4é.4.1 2, 
forto be their King, as to fave them:fo unto whofe {tate and government they were to fubmige id | 
15 27. which fenfe the Apoftle fpeaks when he faith, the promifeis to 
® and to your children, and co all farre and nicer, as God fhal]l call, thacis, the promife or proms ly 
fed Saviour is conic, and is How according to Gods promife tendered to you by the Gofpel 


| | @ fic — 
Of | ceive him by faith who is now come to fave you, anid all that beleeve from their fins. A, 3.25, 
: 36. And therefore its faid, as many as gladly received, or beleeved this-glad tidings,the fame was ™ 
nd | fled, or confirmed unto them by bapti(me, 44,2. 41. according to 12,13. Byall 
ha~ | which it is manifelt, the promife, Ad, 2, 39, is meant thefending of the Meflias, or aSavi- 
our to the houfe of Ifrael, to call them to repentance; and.to faveduch as beleeve trom their fing, 4 
clear alfo by thefe Scriptures. I/a.'59. 20, A#. 13.23/26 3238.39. And thusthe pramifeas 
hat | ynto you and your children, that is, the promifed Saviour is.offered,and. offers himfelt freely to 
ne, § G@ve you: notwithftanding your crucifying of him, yet now repent and beleeve, for his promife a 
0 Ff jsupon the fame, freely to forgive, and to fave you from all your fius. Thus the promileisappli- 
the edtofaich, which is the way of preaching the Gofpel, and not an abfolute conclufion of perions 
tobe in the covenant of graceand life, whetherthey have faith or nor, Whatis this. butito keep 
all, the wicked from leaving of his way, by promifing him life. This God did not in making of his 
ea § Covenant at the firft, nor the Apottle by his applying of the fame at the laft. Otherwife to bring a 
oly the perfonall or natural! feed of Abraham, I/aac and facob, and fo of all beleevers into the Cove- i 
the J pant of grace, and chat by Gods appointment, whofe word is.like himfelf, both true and ftable J 
ure aca word of faith; purely cried as gold feven times in the fire. 
not ‘a 


Hence obferve che evils that attend this do&rine unavoidably, Firf it makes void the 


of Gods Covenant of grace it felf, thus: 1f the Covenant of grace be abfoluteand fable, thenall 
ub- § within the fame mutt be faved, But all wichin the faid Covenant were not faved : evgo, the Cove- a 
pant of grace is not abfolute and ftable.| The major is.confefled, that a beleeyers feed is in the Co- 
yenantof grace without exception, The minor is proved from /bmael, E/aw,and the. rejeted 


Jews, all which were the feed of beleevers, and yet not all faved. 


were in aneftate of grace. But all that God took into his Covenant of grace, did not there con- 
‘Hiinue. Ergo. fuchfell from an eftate of grace. I prove this the fame way withtheformer; . _. 
iff § 2. Ics a ground of univerfall redemption,for it makes the death of Chrift equall aswellto fuch 


The proof of this is the fame with the f 
df Dyenant of grace withoutexception, 
4. Itmakes God che author of mar 


among the Jews; nay none at al] but fuchas beleeve. Gen, 17, Gen, 25.+Gen, 48. Rom 9.27, 


ithe Again{t which opinion and evils aforefaid, I arguethus, The Covenant ot graceis abfolute and ; 
»© Bfving unto all once within the fame. But al] the perfonall feed of beleevers are not faved:there- | 


men:would never go about to build theba ptifing of the Gentilesinfants upon that Scripture. 


4 


t/t $2. Itsa ground of falling from grace, thus: All that God took into his Covenant of Brace, 


8 perifh as to fuch as are faved: thus, All that are in the Covenant of grace, Chrift died for. Bar q 
allthat were in the Covenant of grace were not faved, Ergo,Chriit died for fuch asare not faved. J 
rmer, if God took e-4érabam and his feed into his Co-- 


 beleevinguntruth, by injoyning him.to beleeve thefa]l- | 
vation of {uch as he himielf knows, and reveals the contrary :as Efan,and buta rem= 


UW B fore all beleevers (eed are not in the Cuyenant of grace, The Propofitionis clear from thefeScri- | 
Fer. 32.40. 1/4. 49021. fer. 31.3. Poh, 13.1. Mal 3.6. F0b,10.28 29. The Affumption 
hig Bfcom thefe. Gen, 21. 10. with Gal, 4 29.30. Gen, 25.23. with Rom, Godre- | 
54 @auires no man to Leleeve untruth, But for a beleever to beleeve that all his feed isin the Covenant | 
Bot grace, is to beleeve untruth. Therefore God requires nofuch thing. This Argument js fully 
Pproved in the former. And {fo much for the promiie, being well. underltood, 


Butit is faidthat Chrift-admits of little children to come unto him, blefling them,and acknow- 


ita hdging theirright unto the kingdom of God, (fark to. 14, therefore fiich may be baptifed, 
To which] anfwer briefly thus. That theblefling of Chriftuponithefe children was tor bodi- 
Pycurcs, as is manifelt by the defires ofichofe that brought them toChrift ; whichwwas not thathe 3 
Eemealdibancife them. but that he would touch them, and Jay his handswpon.them , and.pray, as ‘ 


| 

V _ 


King, 5.11. with Marth. 1g 13. Matth. 


mercie he beltowed tipon them accor 
 bountieand humilitie chathe wasno reipecter of perfons; as fuch might feemto be, that fuffered 
| others to come, and would have kept bac! 


| had as much interelt in Chritt for outward bleflings as anyelle, — 


| the high mindednefle of his difciples, and to draw them forth a pattern from the fame. As Mar; 


18. 1,3,3,4. with rk 10, tall 
iiiey nce brought to Chritt for bapti(me, 


q suf. Aor. Thneh that Infants area part of the family when there be infants in the fame; yes 
| his makes nothing tor the baptizing ot Infants, except it be firit proved that infants were there 
| Anthofe houfholds. And alfo upon the fame ground we may prove that the Jayler had a wife, 

Shand Ly dia an husband, becaule that husbands and wives are commonly ina houfhold or family, 


‘and being there they are a part of the fame, and that the Jayiers wife, and Lydias husband and 


. fervants, though never (0 wicked, were allbaptifed. But it it be faid that faith was tobe rege 
‘ged of them being of yeers. Hence it will tollaw, that no intants were then baptifed, becaufethat 


hig houfe:'and thefe are.faid to be baptifed, 6.32.34, and thus the Apoftle preached;and 


-alwayes by one rule : and theretore thejr order was not to baptileinfants, 


which Nations there wereinfants as well as mn of yeers, and {o commanded to be baptized, 


2 


9 preach the Gofpel, and fo make Difciples by 


if in the Namie of the Father, Soime and holy 


Chrilts initituting the ordinance of bapu 


faved, Sorhat from thele Sctipures brought to prove the baptizing of infants, ic is clearly 
| nifeft that-infants are not the of baptifme appointed b Chritt for al 1 thi be 


Deis 


by fach as were inabled by God is clear by thefe Scriptures compared together, 4, 
3. Adatth g 18, Luk. 4.38.40. Never were any fo 
‘brought to Chriftbut for fome cure, and his bleffing of them; that wasin re{pect of that tem. 
tding to that they came to him for: and to fhew his 


tchildren. And for fuch to belong unto the Kingdom, 
thofe children did, and therefore they ought to come as well as any other, For they were 
) children of the Jews; and at that time members of that Church, and {0 of that Be Sa? and 
» ) And further, Chritt is pleafed to make ule ot childrens humilitie and innocencie, to reprove 
(Mark, 10, 5.So that all this makes nothing for the baptizing of Infants: 


tles baptized whole houfbolds, as the houfrold of Stephanas: 
Barats further objected, that the Apof pe 


if ‘oneand the fame condition is required of all that are baptifed : and fo it is {aid of the Jayler, | 
- that the Word was preached to him, and to all that werein his houfe ; and that he beleeved and | 


they beleeved, and inch'onely were baptited, and none elfe. And what the Apottles order and § 
practife was in this family, it was the fame inallother houfholds and families; for they walked § 


Tes (aid, that Chrift fent ont his Apafttes to ‘teach and to baptize all Nations, Matth. 28. 19. ik. 
Ina word briefly to this: forthis Scripture being well confidered , and rightly under 


flood, would ftop mens mouthes for ever having a word to fay for the baptizing of infants, Bint; 
commiffion of Chriit to his Apolt es was chiefly for us Gentiles, faying, 4! power given 


shoit, that is, into the true and orderly profefliog) 


gnto all the world, and preach the Gofpel creature shethat beleeveth and is baptized 


Dein beaven, andinearth. Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of thy By 
Father, Sonne, and holy Ghoft, &c, Asif Chritthad faid, Go now into all Nations, and preach! inh 
6. the Gofpel freely, as well'to one nation as to another; for the Gofpel thall notnow be confined, 
S| anymore to one place or peuple, then to another. God is now a God of the Gentiles, as well 4 
| of the Jews; go therefore as well to the Gentiles as to the Jews, even unto al] Nations, and therg® 
teaching them; and {uch fo taught, them baptize 


| of that which they have been caught and beleeved. So that here teaching goes before baptizing p,, 
| and prefippofeth anderitanding and faith in thac which is taught ; this being the onely place of 


ifme. And further explained, Adark 16.15,16, 
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Wfaling and confirming ordinances of Chrift, ever prefuppofe faith in the fubje&, to feale untoy 
B sndto beconfirmed. So that here is no ground for the baptizing of Infants, but the contrary. | 99m 
¥ Bucit is aftirmed by fome, that as God commanded Infants to be circumcifed, and the time) am 
command remaining ftill unrepealed, ftands in force for Infants tobe baptized, To which 
A fwer, and fay, if that commandement mutt ferve now without alteration, then we muftcircumcife ¢@ 


} me way to hold Infants forth in Baptifme, 


‘a Rom, 2.29, 29. | 


be changed in of the manner and outward forme, yet the (awe comymandcmc nt costinucs | 


| Bind alfo retaines the fame thing it firft commanded, being the worfhip of God. But now for the 


BrasereCted and fet up againe by {peciall conimand; and whenthemanner ofitisoncefetdowne, § 


Slow if chat commandement comes on upon this ftate , then it binds to this fubje& onely andto 
Bone other, And to hold the fubje& of Baptifme by the fame command, that injoyned circumci~ 


tat comprehended in the fecond commandement, All which fay we, is fo farre approved of by 
god, as is expreffely fet downe in the New Teftament, oreverlatting Gofpelof ChrifR 
iB But let us examine a little wherein the authoritie of that commandement of circumeifion may 
1, that is brought to beare out. the baptizing of Infants: Circumcifion it doth not, forallagree J 
gat we are now to baptize, and not to circumcife: the parties circumciling it doth not, then the ‘| 


as] om that command, Infants, Infants, Infants muft be baptized, as they were commanded to be 
Btcumcifed : why this command if it fhould be fo, ferves for none but onely males; forhat if © 
Pty will have the. female to be baptized, they muft look out for another c6Omandement for them, 

fo there muft be two commandements mectin.oneordinance. 
But would demand of fuch as hold the baptizing ot Infantsfromi thecommand:that injoyned 
ecancifion, that if in cafe there had been no word or command given for baptizing of any, 


ak idement ; but I f{uppofe they will not fo affirme, and ifnot, what doe men wander under the- 
of their own ignorance; when 


ynd not baptize, and that males onely, and not females ; but ifit be altered, then it hath not the = @ 
as it had in Circumcifion;but that command, which ¢ 
injoyned circumcifion, is repealed by a dire& command to the contrary, as Ga/.5.2.1 (7.7.18; " 


If any object, from the fecond Commandement, snjoyning the worfhip of God, though the ip 

fill in force for the Worhip of God now as it did then, 4 BALL) (ae 
The an{wer is, Thefe two commandements will no way agrée fo to be compared; the fecond | 

ommandement dire&ly injoyned Gods worfhip, as the fubitance thereof, and fo ftill remaines, 


ommand that injoyned circumcifion, which was the fubftance of that command, is now cleana 
nade voyde ; for circumcifion in the flefh is now abolifhed, & that in the heart come in the place; 
us Rom. 2,.28,29.(0l.2. Againe,as the old outward forme of Gods holy worfhipundertheold | @ 


TeRament was abolifhed and done away, {fo likewife the new order and forme of Gods worlhip 9 


hen the commandement comes on againe, and not before, and binds onely to that order and 
manner fo ere&ted, and fet up, and to none elfe, fo that now the new ftate of theChurchandwor- @ 
hip of God being eftablifhed, and the fubje& of Baptifme in the fame, exprefied tobeabeleever, | 


fon, without the faid fubje& being expreflely fet downe, and fo confirmed and eftablifhed by the 


New Teftament ; this is more then will be granted in any other part of Gods worfhip injoyned,. 


afer of the family to circumcife ; but now one authorized by Chriftin his body the Church to 


i Piptize ; the fame part of the body it doth not,that the foreskin Baptifmethe whole nian; the age 
™ #00th not, that the eight day, and this any day ; the fubje& it doth not, thata male onely, this. 
oth male and female, Now in that it doth not injoyne none of all thefe , wherein then can the 


ithoritie of that command confift now in Baptifine, fo as to injoyne Infants to be baptized; for . |} 


her it mult be a thing indifferent, or elfe it muft injoyne fomething. And whereas-men cry out. 


tether that they,or any other,might kave baptized either Infants or any others from that com= 


as the light fhines fo clearely, for what‘is moreclear¢then 
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Baptifme, toth for matter and manner,without any reference,much lefledependencyuponthe 1 
ifaw of Circumcifion,they being two dilting& infticutions, At two feverall times there is given com. 
mand for Baptifme ; the firft was John who received his authoritie not from the come | 

of Circumeifion, bat had his Commiflion expreflely from God, who fent him to baptize; dor 
I as fob, 1.32, 33- And thofe that he baptized are faid by the holy Ghoft to be fuch as manifetted 


their faith and repentance;as(Mar. 3.6, The fecond Commiflion which ferves for us Gentiles, 


4s that which Chrift gave to his Apoitles, A/at, 28.18, 19. Which hath no reference to the com 


mand of circumcifion, but bY vertue of that power and authoritie given him ofthe Father,for the 4 +, 
I ordering and difpofing of all things in heaven & earth, for his own glory and his peoples good, 
which the fubje&s of Baptiime are expreflely fet downe,who they fhould bapti 

» and they are onely fuch as firft were to be taught, and had faith to beleeve the fame, as | hav fut 
~~ And now having thefe exprefle commands, fo fully held forth by Chriit himfelfe,together with 

| ‘the whole pra&tica!l order of the Apottles, & others following the fame in their adminittrations, 

| and to goe about to bring authoritie or command from the commandement of circumcifion, for 

| the baptizing of Infants, is more then ignorance, and for to plead the baptizing of Infants, be. 
| caufe that command isnot repealed, which injoyned I nfants to be circumcifed, is too weake for 9; 
| faith to buildupon, But now | hope the removall of the fame appears, inthat there is not onely | 


i 


‘a 


acommand inthenew Teftament dire&tly againtt the fame,but al(c a new command,and foalaw A 


) from Chrift the King of Saints, and Lord of the new Teftament, for the ordinance of Baptifine, 9; 
Sand all the circumftances of the fame. ‘And yet for the further repealing ofthat law which injoy- | 
‘ned Infants naturally borne, and fo from the wombe to be circumcifed, without minding any o-, 
| ther fprituall birth, but onely that which brought forth the childe in the world ; for 8, dayey Jy 
after it muft be circumcifed by command from God ; which order is oppofed by the Gofpel, ag yy 
Fob. 3.3.5,6. Where Chiilt oppofeth the two births, the {pirituall to the naturall birth, andex. 
ludes the natural! from any admittance into the Kingdom of God, without the f{pirituall birth, 9, 
Andthat he mightnot be miltaken, he furcher.explains himfelt, faying, which borne of the 
is and that which 1s bora of the [prrit [pirit. And further to know Chrifts meaning inthe 
births, which he oppofeth the one to the other, he fully holds forth, 704.1, 13, in thefe words of 


fuchas received him, which Were borne, nat of bloud, nor of the will of the flefh, nor of che will of man, Mu 
_. This way and order the commandement of circumcifion {peaks nothing of, neither required, Bg 
‘the fame, but onely the firft birth ; for no childe of $8 dayes old was capable to be borne againe of, 
) the Spirit, in our Saviours fenfe. And thus the Gofpel excludes that which thelaw of cireumcift, & 
on commanded, even the firft birth which is naturall, without the fecond birth whichis {piriu- & 
And itis in vaine for apy to fay that Chriftfpeakes hereof men of yeares; for he oppofet 
) she cwo births, as aforefaid, and not theage of any, and fothe whole univerfe of mankinde : for. 
F this place isgenerally tiken for chedo&riae of regencration, from whence many hold that chil 


| den are regenerated in Bapti{me. But generally thofe that baptize their Infants , hold that they 


B) are regenerated before, for they baptize themas being holy before. And if any fhall fay, thacehé &,,, 


Kingdome Chrift {peaks of, is meant the Kingdome of glory, and not of grace; and therefore fh, 
thoueh he excludes fuch out cf cheone, yet not out of the other: The anfwer is, that it is 


where found inithe Gofpel, that any-ate excluded the kingdome of glory, and yet are admitted; 
® ivco the kingdome of grace, Thedoore of grace inthis fente, is no wider then the gate of glory, Buin, 


by Gods appointment : and what men doe through ignorance, that alters not the truth of Gedy Bie 
And if any fay, that Chrift atthis time had oppofell Godsordinance of circumcifion, if ficha 
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| 
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the | To this Tanfwer, and fay, that Chrift (peaks of many things before his death, which did 
concerne the time ae butofthe order and government of his Church under the new Tefta~@ 


ment. And fo he {peaks here of the qualification of his fubje&s and worfhippers in his new king. @ 
; | dome that was at hand ; all which was to be {piritual!, and therefore to be borne of the {piric, as® 
Chrift affirmed. In which fenfe circumcifion in the flefh ceafed, and that of the heart onely re- @ 
| maines, as Rem. 2, Addeto this the words of the Apottle, Zph,2, 3. We are, faith he, all by nature : 
children of wrath : Now if this be true, then {0 long as nothing elf appears, how can we judge o- F 
I therwife, without gainfaying the holy Ghoft; and by the words of Chrift, we are firft borne of @ 
» | the flefh, anid (0 iti an eftate of nature, untill grace recover us, and the effects of Chrifts redempti- 
J on takes hold uponus. Uatill which time we are judged of the Apoftle to be children of wrath,and 
ofthe and fo uncleane, avd no uncleane thing muft come intothe holy Citie of grace and glory, 
| Rev, 21. All which being well confidered, I thinke will put a ftop to the commandement of cir- | 
cumcifion, from having any footing in the ordinance of Baptilme, or for any totake a ground § 
from thence to juftifie their Infants in their Baptifme,untill fome evidence appearesof their being @ 
diowardly wathed in the bloud of Chrift, that fo the fame may be confirmed unto them by that 
Joutward wathing with water ; otherwife the ordinance is no way availeable to them, but finne 
t Finfuch as impofe the fame upon them, who doe neither defire it, nor know what is done unto 
A them, which is to fet a feale to a blanke, a thing condemned in nature. ing | 


4 


4 And {oI paffe from this fubje&, of Infants Baptifme, defiring the Lord abundantly to extend 
> Bhis faving grace unto as many as belongsto him, that the praife may ever abound to his glory, 
Gad their everlafting comfort in all happines and fafetiehere,and glory hereafter, 
We know no man after the flefh,2 Cor. §, We are the circumcifion, that worfip Godin the fpirit, and 
in Chrift and have no confidence the flefh, Phil, 3. ALarvellnot that 1 fay, amanmaft | 
Bk borne againe, before he can enter into the Kingdome of God, Joh. 3. 
X 9 And thus I defire to have Infants ever inhonourable and reverent refpe&, fo farreashonour 
b, Bind reverence belongs unto them, and fo Jeave them to the grace and good pleafure of theGod J 
he Bf all grace, who onely knows whoare his, and hath the difpofing of them, andall his creatures J 

of # And now having examined the vifible right that infants have to baptifme, and finding none 
"My the Word of God but the contrary ;[ come now toa fecond fort, and they are fiich as have J 
wen baptized in a falfe Antichriftian eftate, as they fay, and fo challenge righttoenteryponor 
a true Church with the fame baptifmme they received of the man of fin. So that thething 
ideal with now is onely that opinion which holds a ftate to be falfe and arverepies- d and yet jj 


uptifme there adminiftred by an Antichriftian power to be the true ordinance of God: ahdfo 
Brave the {tate as falfe, and retain their baptifme received there as a true ordinanceof God, And 
“Bra more orderly proceeding in this difcourfe, I fhall firft fet down my diffent, and the caufes 
and then examine thofe grounds that are brought for the proving of the 
And firft for that ordinance of Baptifme, which as aforefaid hath been adminiltred , | 


» and re- 
tived in a falfe Antichriftian eftate,and retained the true ordinance of God; and fuch fo 
Mptized by the power of the man of fin, to be admitted into the Church of Chrift withthe fame  ; 
Mptifine as che Lords ordinance, This cannot affent unto, becaufe I fee no fuch thinginallthe | 
Nord of God, by which I muft be guided here, and judged hereafter. So that I diflene from 
Mat baptifme adminiftred by the power of Antichrift, and cannot own the fame forGodsordi- | 
by him, and inftitated by Chrif in the new Teftament, and that for thefé 

Pith, becaufe in fo doing, I fhall approve of Antichrifts matter and form, and fo of the ftate def 

infant for his mater and the words with water applied, hisform. I have alreadie 
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ba beleever: but how much leffe fuch who are the carnall feed of the wicked. The covenant Of grace _ 
and theparents faith is alledged to inright the former unto baptifme; but what inrights thefe | ' 
! ” Secondly, the ordinance of bapeWme inftituted by Chrift is fo effentiall to the conftitution of | 
| gheChurch under the new Teftament, that none can be true in her conftitution without it, Nej- 
Sher can that be a falfe Church where baptifme is truly the Lords ordinance in the adminiftra. _ 
tion thereof 1-Cor.13,13. with Gal.3. 27. Sothatto approve of Antichrifts baptifme to le 
Gods ordinance, is to approve of his Church to bealfo the Church of God, For as the eaters 
of the facrifice were of old partakers of the Altar, 1 (97.10.17,18.and to receive him that isfent _ 
isa receiving alfo of him that fent him, AZar, 13. 40. fo itis with this effentiall ordinance of | 
baptifme in the church of Antichrift, that whofoever approves ofthe one, by the fame he ap. 
provesofthe other alfo, For the ground and piller that bearsupthe truth, and chatcruth fo 
up, ftands and fallstogether : as 1 Tim, 3.15. So that where there is nota true conftituted, 
‘Church, there is no trueconftituted Charch ordinance : and where there is a true Church ordi-. | © 
‘nance in its conftitution, as baptifme is, there is at lealt preftippofed a true Church alfo. And | 
‘therefore to condemne.a Church to be falfe, and altogether Antichriftian , and yet baptifine - 
‘there, and by the fameadminiftced,to be the ordinance of God; this I'can fee no rule for in Scri- J * 
6. Thirdly, Chrift hath difclaimed and denieth all communion with the man offin, both in re. 
fpect of himfelf and his fubjedts; and hath alfo proclaimed open warre againft him in all hisdo- 0 
minions: and therefore he cals home his fubjects, as fer.5 1.6.45, Revel. 18.4, Chrift refufethto 
belaid as achiefcorner ftone under Antichrifts building,as he mutt be if he in his holy ordinance 
_ of baptifine be ¢ ranted to Jie in his foundation: F or baptifme is no otherwife Chrifts ordinance | 
 butas it depends upon him the ordainer. But Chrilt denies Antichrift any fuch.priviledge, and 
alfo forbids his people from taking a ftone from Babylon to lay in the foundation of the Lords ct 
’ building; as Jer.51.26, Butit Antichrifts church be of himfelf, and fo falfe ;then all the parts. § P# 
) thereof mutt be of his own devifing, and falfe alfo, Forif in oppofition to a true Church of §) 
’- Chrift, there is a falfe church of Antichrifts: which thing cannot be, ifthere be not in oppof. § ™! 
tion to true ordinances of the one, falf ordinances of the otuer, that are effentiall to the fame, ag de 
| the ordinance of baptifmeis, And fo the like miniftery proportionable to the fame, as Cor, & 
30,81.2 Cor. 11.83, 14,15- Revel. 2, 2. according to Matth, 24.24. with 2 Thef,2.9,10, 
Fourthly, cannot approve of that baptifme in the church of Antichrift to be Gods ordinance, 
| becaufe in fo doing I thall advance humane teftiniony above the Word of God. ForIhaveno § ™* 
way to fatisfiemy confcience whether I have that ordinance or no, but onely by Antichrify 
Chorch-book,or my godfathers & gadmothers: which if the one be dead and the other loft, chen § 7° 
co feek my baptifme. But at the if any fhould demand of me whether I were baptized 
or not: all that’ can fay is, that men tell me fo; in all which Chrift muft have no voice, ‘and the 
Word of God put to filence, as knowing no fuch thing: and Antichrifts Church-book come in m 
the place, as a ground of my faith in a truth fo effentiall. Which thing I darenot approveof. ff 
| Pifthly, to juttifie baptifne in the church of Antichrift to be Gods ordinance, isto force men 
finagainft confcience; for if any man comesunto fuch for fellowfhip in thetruth , he bu 
_ ther juttifie the baptifine he received of the man of fin, as Gods ordinance,or elfe continue inthat 
finfull way in which he is, and defires to leave ; I {peak now in their fenfe whofe pra&ifeit i | 
 $Sixel yt cannot juftifie Antichrifts baptifme for Gods ordinance , becaufe it makes aganl 
Chrifts baptifme in thefe ewo refpeéts. Firlt, for the power by which thefame was conftituted, 
and fo aboiited in the hand ofthe Minifter; being the power of the man of fin, rejeGted of God Aa 


5 


| body into which the partie was baptized, and fo by the fame madea vifible thember I and thae 
che fall 


wwasin the body of Antichrift, In both which refpe&s the baptifme adminiftered 
tichriftian ftate, in my judgement cannot bethe ordinance of God, — 


the conftituting of his Church, and taking of members into the fame, which is by faith and 


| ofthe baptifme adminiftred ina falfe Antichriftian church to be Gods ordinance, inflituted b 


Ican find by the Word of God, from which rule I dare net go. 


| of the forefaid baptifme in the hand of Antichrift to be the ordinance of God. 


out being circumcifed again: and the like moW to beconfidered of baptifme in the apoftafie of Anti- 


nev 


of § Secondly, I anfwer, that Circumcifion was not confined in the hand of the 


the new Teftament. 


this, Zippora 


man, Exod, 4.25. 


eis | husband; as ver, 24, 25, 26. compared together. 


_. Secondly, herein God fets forth his wifdom and juftice in the fubje&ing of his creature, to » 
bring her fo farre to {ubmit unto his will in that ordinance, as forto dothe thing her felf; for 
whofe fakeit is like the fame was fo long negle&ted, becaufe there was nothing o.contrary and. | 


cis 

hat 

©ppofite unto her then Circumcifion. 
ed, 

104 


And laftly, I dare not go from that rule and order which Chrift left in his laf T. Pre foe d 
| tifme, All which grounds being well confidered, I cannot fee by any rule of truth to appt s 


Chrift in his new Teftament. That being there adminiftred under a falfe power by a falfe mini. @ 
ftery upon a wrong fubjed in a falfe body, and yet the {ame Gods ordinance ; this is more then § 


Thus having fhewed my judgement, and fome reafons why I {0 judge of the bapti(me admi- i 
— piftred in a falfe Antichriftian ettate, cannot be the ordinance of God, inftituted b Chrift inthe 4 
Gofpel. And now I come to give anfwer to fome of the chief grounds brought or the proving Jj 


And firf it 13 faid, that as Circumcifion adminiftred in Ifraels great apoftafe remained fill shilerd | 
dinance of God; [0 that when any of them did repent, and turned unto the Lord, they were received with= * 


| Theanfwer is, firft itis like to bea bad caufe that muft be maintained from the corruptions of. § 
9 other perfons or ftates : Is the order and government of Chrifts new ftate and kingdom under the: - a 
Teftament more weak and imperfe& then that under the old, as we mutt go ftill unto Cir- J 
cumcifion for a rule how to make out our baptifme? Is the light of the Moon become now more: 
brighter then the light of the Sunne; and the heart vailed to fee clearer then the face open, and 9 
id the fervant to teach the Son? Again, itis worth our confideration , from what church Anti= 
chriltdid apoftinate,and go away from,as the ten Tribes did under Peroboam, 1 King, 2. Bard | 


| he priefthood thea: 
f, § tnder the old Teftament, as the adminiftration of baptifine is to the miniftery of Chrift now une. J 


| & Thirdly, Circumcifion was then by them adminiftred according as God had commanded the: 
§ fame tobe, both in refpe& of the matter and manner. 1. Thefame order, 2. A right fubje&. 
ot i 3. The duc time. 4.the true place, And laftly, a lawfull Minifter, But now the. baptifme admini- 
ftred by Antichriit is contrary “ all the forefaid refpe&s, which is bya falfe power upon a — 
Wrong fubject, by a falfe Minifter ina falfe. body, The like cannot be fhewed in circumcifion, « 
ef | NO yet in baptifine, and God approving of the fame to be his ordinance. And now to oppofe 
} the wife of A40/es is brought for an example, to prove thatthe baptifnje admini-‘ | 
tred by a falfe Minifter may be true baptifme, as circumcifion was being adminiftred by a wo- 


_ The anfwer is, firft, that wife was in that aftion the handof her husband for the pre-: 
ferving of hislife: for had not Zspporah circumcifed her fon it feemes that God had flaine her: 


ed, § Thirdly, I {ce not but that ina cafe of neceffitie a woman might lawfully circumcife,the being 


‘a 


| 
| 
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which is more then God faith, yet this was not done ina falfe Church, upon a wrong fit. 
authorifed bya falfe power, as baptifme adminiftred by Antichrift is, and therefore at the 
wortt it makes nothing at all for that which itispretended, namely, to prove baptifme admin. 
fired by Antichrift the, ordinance of God,though the fame be al fo adminiftred by a falfe Minifter, 
is (aid, that the Scriptures are the ordinance of God, which he hath ever preferved, and fil 
for bis ordinance in hand of Antichrift: and fo doth God of there alfa. 
"To which I an(wer and fay, that God indeed doth preferve theScriptures, wherein is contains 
ed all Gods holy ordinances, as they are therein comprehended, and laid forth in their inftitg: — 
ted rules, and that in thehands of wicked men, and fo in the hands of Antichrift himfelf. But ne-- 
| Ver in their conftituted order and forms out of the hand of Chrift his Church and miniltery And 
though that in many things Antichrift hath corrupted the Scriptures, yet they remaine ftill in — 
themfelves the ordinanceof God. But for the falfe expofitions, gloffes, and doctrines they pa. 
ther from the Scriptures, with the Church miniftery, worfhip and government they build upon | 
the Scriptures; and fo their ordinances which they feem to conftitute by them : now thefe I cant TI 
not feeto be the ordinances of God any more the one then the other, So that if baptifme with adi 
Antichrift, as they fay, be Gods ordinance, then why not upon the fame ground the Supper, dir 
Churchand Miniftery, be Gods ordinances alfo, feeing they have the Scriptures as well for the | 
one asfor the other? And forbaptifme, as itis an inftitution of Chrift,and contained in the 
Scripturess as a tule for the Lords people to walk by in their obedience to him;onely fo confider- 


ed it isan ordinance of God, in whofe hand foever theScripturesare, 
._ Batnow for a falfe Antichriftian Church, to conftitute and adminifter the like out of or apart. 9} 
fromthe Scriptures, Now foconfidered, it is not the ordinance of God , but mens invention, _j™ 
‘compofed from the Scriptures, asa patern drawne forth inthe likenefle or refemblance of Gods 
ordinance, but not the fame. For God hath communion with none in his word, but by his Spi. vam 
rit and faith ; neither of which hath Antichrift, and therefore though he hath the written Letter 9" 
lofthe Scriptures, yet nocommunion with God in the fame, fo as to receive his ordinance of _ 
him: neither can any manconftitate, and fo adminifter an ordinance of God without authoritie” 
from Chrift the Lord and King of his Church ; which authoritie Antichrift hath not, and there, ff). 
fore Gods ordinance of Bapti(me cannot be adminiftred by Antichrift in his falfe Anchriftian J 
‘Bur it is (aid, that chete is but onely one Bapti{me, and having once vecesved that, though it be by Sf. 
eAntichrift, we need not to receive it any more ; for we can bave bur the (ame and that which 
have ts the fame for fubftance with Chriftsinftiturion, which for the matter, taere 1s Water, and for the 
forme, there ws the'[ame words ufed as Chrift inflituted the fame ordinance of Baptifmein, 
The anfwer is, firft, that there is but ome true baptifie, that isa truth, and a man being once” 
baptized by the/fame, henecds not to bebaptized againe: this is alfo true, for I doe not approve 
: of rebaptizing. But now to conclude from hence, that there cannot be a refemblance of that one | : 
§ true baptifme, and yeg not the fame, this will not follow : there is but one true Church and Mini 
feryot Chrift, as the Word of Ged reveals. But it will not follow therefore, that Antichrift cane? 
not refemblethe fame; and {er up one of his‘own like unto that, or if that he doe, the fame muft” 


» 


be a true Church and Miniftery, becaufe Godapprovesbutofone. 
Antichriit ( )may refemble the truth,and fetupafalfe Church and Mink 
ftery, which isthe greater. Upon the'fame ground doe affirme, that he may, nay, that he muft |” 
alforefembleche truce ordiniaticés:by fetting up falfe ordinances,which are the leffer like unto the. 
h true, otherwife he could not put off his ware,for none would trade with him in his merchandifé.” & 
Secondly, Gods holy ordinance in his baprifine, thobgh 
she ufe, or rather abufe the words of Chrifts inftitution in his adminiftration, for chen De [hauls 


t | a 


| hewho hath the Spirit of Chrift,as Rom, 8.1 Cor, 2,and thishathnot Antichrift. 


upon whom the fame is conferred. 


| ter into the true and orderly profeffion of Jefus Chrift, as A4at. 28. 19.1 Cor. 12, 4 3. Gal, 3,27, 
This being thus done by a true power and authoritie from Chrift, is the formeof baptifme in the 


dinance. 


wmained fill the Lords ordinance being inthe hands of Gods enemies; and may B as a vegel 


Gods houfe, being in the hand of Antichrist, which és (piritnall Babylon, 


4 [hall anfwer to this in briefe : firft, for the veffels of the Lords houfe, they were Gods ordi. 


gh tance, and that whiles they were in Babylon, but not fo as they onely confifted in their inftituted 


‘sare, wherein they are infticuted and contained, Itis not the bare letter of Scripture onely,but the 
; | rue minde of Chrift there fer downe, that bears an ordinance, which none can know, but onely 


_ Thirdly, I deny the water to be the matter, but onely theinftrument in Baptifine; for as fre is | 
y | the inftrument of burning, even fo is water of wathing ; and as the matter of burning is the fewell @ 
| that is burnt,fo the matter of wafhing is the partie wafhed ; for as the matter of the Church isthe § 
Saints, and-the matter of the Miniftery, the Prophets, fo the matter of baptifne, are the perfons & 


_ Fourthly, I deny the forme of words, with the ufe of water, ina falfe Antichriftian Church; 
tobe the forme of che Lords baptifme, inftituted by Chrift in the new Teftament ; for then every 
| foolith ufing of them words with water, muft be the true ordinance of God, as many ignorantly 
doe afirme, But for the forme of Baptifme, that is, authorized perfon, baptizing the true mate 


adminiftration tliereof ; but this doth not Antichrift, and therefore his pap Godsors | 


next ground alledged to prove Baptilme adminiftred ina falfe Antichriftian Church, to be q 
wwe ordinance of God, andfoto be retained, is the veffels of Gods houfein Babylon, that asthofe vegels | 


* formes, and notin ref{pect of their conftituted ufe : thatis, as Be/fazear the King and hisPrinces § 
“i made them their drinking Cups, as Dan. 5. 2, 3. Thus confidered with re{pe& to this ufe and fer 7 


plcethat the 2aby/ousans applyed them unto, they were not the ordinance of God, for God never jj 
f tdained them for fucha ule. Though in themfelves fimply confidered they were Gods Ordinance, | 


| Bordained by him to holy ufe.In which confideration Baptifme may be faid to be Gads'ordinance 


ule in the word of God, for his owne people to obferve, and obey him, by ufing it 
pnd co the fame end, as God ordained and appointed the fameordinance unto. 
But now for Antichrift to take 7; Scriptures, and according to his right of auth ritie and {pi- 


nt, fhall from che fame compofe a forme of worfhip, wich ordinances futable thereunto. Among 
shich Baptifme mult be one, without which >I the reft are nothing worth. Now though that 


Pe more chen the Princes of drinking in theveflelsof the Lords houfe was his ordinance, 
BAgainc, fecondly, God is faid in theScriprures to-give or to fendche veflels oP his houfeto Ba- 
wlon sas 2 Chron, 36.19,1 3.20, fer. 27. 21,22, Dan, 1,2. Now let the like be fhewed, where 
we | ayer God is faid co give or to fend his ordinance of baptifine unto Antichrift, untill then thevef= 


BRatichrifts {prinkling of water in the face of ah Infant, to be Gods ordinance ofBaptifme. 


bes Church, for which he w nor have repented of brs theft; as Revi g 


this thould be true, herein they condemne themfelves for whofoever communicates with the 


in the thing ftolne, he isas deepe in the 
hh will be faid,that they having repemed of the evils God Wath accepted of that, they? 


* 


inthe Church of Antichrift,or where foever the holy Scriptures of God are; onely a$aninftituted _ | 


: baptifme as a holy inftitution of Chrift, contained in the Scriptures, be the ordinance of God, — 
y confidered in Antichrifts conftitution,and falfe adminiftration.itis not the ordinance of God, 


sof Gods houfe remaining his ordinance in Babylon, fhall make nothing for’ them to prove . 


1b Ome that Abtschrist as athicfe-hath Gods ordinance of- 


which he knows was ftollen, he is 


hat isfolien for hatureteaches thus much, that fo 
guiltie of the theft, 


fo commonly taken for granted truths, 


Aeaine; thirdly, Though Antichrift {kould fteale 
‘yet he could not aleaway the power and authoritie of Chrift, for to adminifter the fameupon 


| any other ; For though he thould bring away Chrifts 


| perfon ; which thing hé could not paffe from himfelfe upon any other, as an ordinance of God, 4 


long asany man in poffeffion thing 


Secondly, How doe fach know that God hath accepted of their repentance,while they ftillre. 
faine the thing ftollen,& juftifie che faniejand how can they make it appeareby the word of God, 
) that he approves of that Baptifme for his ordinance, which they have received atthe handofAn. 
 tichrift > All which is worth the confideration how r things can be made to appeare, that are 


ay the Lords baptifme out of his Church; 


baptifme, yet it was but onely in his owne 


| 


And laftly, let'us confider a little what may be here meant by theft, together with the helpe of 


other Scriptures, and that is mens bringing in their 
- preffing the fame for truth upon the confciences of men, by which means the truth of God isdif- 
' planted,and the way ofthe Lord obfcured,and fo comes to loofe its efteeme and authoritie inthe 


“Aschere is litle matterin this to any purpofe,| fha 
| this is a comparative [peech, with reference to that outward pompe and glorious ftate , wherein 
fhee fits triumphing as a Queene, Rev. 18.7. And withall, the fame wifely and cunningly compo 

of Religion, yet oppor 


4 


| fed by humane policy, under a general forme of an outward profeflion 


fing the truth and power thereof, .7. Under a 


her forwardnefiein che executing of her power,againtt all fuch that refufe fubje&tion to her a 
S orders, and to worfhip. God according to that image and forme which thee hath fet up, Colas 


| hand, egaingt allicharithall oppofe her, Revin3, 4. and through her great wifdome, art, and palig 


wne inventions, and humane traditions,and_. 


heart of man,as Gal,1 6,7. & 4.17. In which fenfe the falfe Prophets are {aid to fteale the word 
_of God every one from his neighbour,as 7¢r.23 30.that was by fetting up their owne traditions, 9 
and prefling the fame for truth upon the people ; by which means the commandements of God 
were made of no effe& 3as 7,13. Of which the Lord complains that che feare by which the 
people feared him, wastaught by the precepts of men 
ments lies at all advantage, to difableand prevent the Word tor taking effec upon the heartsof 
 men;as Mat, 13. 19. And thisis the theft, that the aforefaid theeves and robbers had not repens §f 
ted.of, and not Antichrifts ftealing of the LordeBaptifme outofhisChurch, 
it is chonght by fome, that the gold and rich attire, by which Ansichrift ss painted, and the goldts 

 enpin the Gentlewomans band, are the ordinances of God, as Rev.17.4.— 


,as 1/4,29.13. This way Satan in his infttu. 


ilanfwer in briefeto the fame, And firfthae 


fhew of humilitic, and pretence of zeale, by 


18. 20, 21, 13-15, 16. Thus by her policy fhee draws forth her forme in fomer 
femblance of truch, fuits with reafon and bumane wifdome ; and therefore it is,that ts 


preatelt Politicians and artificers are 


fhe is exalted, and becomes famous, and in great 


ory and beautie to. the cyes. of men. A 


| 28. Revit3,3,Rev.18,.18.19- Anditherefore fuch are beft accepted of her, that are the ftron 
S forseafon, and the moft skilfulft artificers, to paint, and to trim her up, and to fet her forth in 
by this. means fhee.as an harlot deceives the fimple, am 


fher ide; Rev.18.23.and fo carries out things with a ftrong 


elteeme forthe géeneralitie of men ; as 


| bewitches che Nations, as: Px0;7. 36.17. Nahum 3, 4. Gal. 3.4 Reo, 13. 
| + All which isto beunderftood ina {pirituall fenfe, and in matters of Religion,and then her gok 
den cup,andall her rich attire will appeare to be onely of the Gentlewomans own devifed 


ing, and not any of the Lords ordinances, as fer. 5.1.9: with Fer.4. Rev 18.0% 
here the holy Ghoft fets forth:her {tate to be Babylon {piriually confidereds@ 
8. and her 


* 


> é by 


- 


Minifters are fet forth under the name of AZerchants,-becauft they:buyandig 


| 
4 
q 


th 
fa 
pl 
th 


| 
ot 
3 
‘te 
iat 
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asthe foules and bodies of men, Rev.1 8,33 .that is,the penall laws impofed to the forcing 
eonfciences, & {uch as are rich to e{cape for money or friends, but {uch as are poore or confcious 
to abide the punifhment,as2 Pet.2.3..the Merchantsare ftiled or called 7 be great men of the earthy 
ver,a3-thatis,great for humane learning,arts,and policy,to keepup her ftateand trade,and make 
out the fame againft all gaine-fayers, and what they,wantiinskill; they:hayveitin power, and 
__ | ableto beare downe all before them, for they are the great; men of the earth, and who is ableto ‘ 
makewar with the beaft, The things they merchandi(e withall,areall manner of preciousitones, 
4: § andthelike, which holds forth the curious art of.nature, for the ordering and,compofing of ell 
thofethings concurring for the makingup. ofthat: ftate and forme; infonectea refemblanceto 
truth. ;All which is without fubftance; for at length no mam will, buy theiewwares which caufeth 7 
great lamentation among the Merchants; Rev 11+ And fhallnow leave this fubje&tto the 
} wife & godly Readers confideration,to mind well the truth of fuchapraGile,thatleave achurch 
asfalfe and Antichriftian, and yet approve.of that Baptifme there adminiftred by afalle andam 
Antichriftian power, to bethe true ordinance of gnibnd altel ol 
here conclude with Do&tor Hallin his Apologie againft the 33.30. hae | 
either [uch muft goe forward to baptifme, or elfe turne backe againe from they came storthereis 
no middle way, nor the leaft light in the word of God to beare out the fame, -but-the contrary. 
You fhall not doe whatfoever is right in your owne eyes, for you are nat as yet come to your reft, and te | 
4 the inheritance which the Lord your God giveth you, Arife and depart , for this your. 
he becan(e it polluted, Micah 2. 20. 1.4m come. alight intothe world, thas whofeever beleevethon 
me, ould not absde in darkueff[e, Joh.12,.46, end now why tarry yee, arife ana be baptsxtd, and 
of away your ( Antichriftian) on the name of the Lord, A&,22 or fubmittiig tothe or- 
der and way of Chrilt, They refifted the connfell of againft themfelves, being not baptized of him, 
" § Lak,7.30. Arife therefore and obey the Lord, and thinke not within your felves, we are baptized | 
_ § already, and that by Antichrift, for I tell you that you are.neverableto prove your felveés to be. jj 
Bander the Lords holy ordinanceot Baptifme, by all the light in Scripture, and art in nature,in' 
4s, | that Way you goe, namely, to deny the ftate as falfeand Antichriftian, and yet retaine your bap= 
tifme there adminiftred by the fame power, as the Lords ordinance, andaflumeaChurchto your } 
§ felves upon the fame baptifme, I fpeake in fubjeftion to better judgement, I thinkethelaftChurch 
26" isas much againtt the Rules of the new Teftament as the former, For certainly, where there is a 


4 

4 

¥ 


falfe ftace, conftituted by a falfe power, all that ftative ordinances eflentiall to the fame,and confti> 
x tuted by the fame power, mutt be alfo of the fame nature together with the reft, which is all alike 
»g. gale; therefore if you take hencea corner {tone to lay in your foundation, and build you a refting 

+ Bplace upon the fame, know this, that it will not lie firme, but ever be rouling under you,that you 


° hill not.reft long upon it, therefore arifé and depart, for this is not pour reft, becaufe it is pollu- 
it will de(troy you, even with a fore deftru&ion.; look betimes,the higher you build,the grea-; 
OM Biter the fall will be, if it be not right upon the true foundation, J doe.beleeve that God .will ¢anfe © 
a Mis truth to fhine forth with power, both to cleare the darke clouds of ignorance off the hearts of 
Men, and beare downe that which itands in oppofition to the fame ; and if fuch hath been fo hard © 
put to it, in the darke as it were,.that they are forced.to.leave the holy and blefled word of God, 
and betake themfelves to Antichrifts power and teftimony,to prove them under Gods holy ordi- 

Hance of baptifme, though the whole bady of the Scripture liesagainft chem, what will fuch doe 
de | When more light comes ? chey.will then yeeld, or-elfe appeare to be wilfull oppofers of the truth, 
: ri The Lord give them hearts to confider, and to put their caufe to the tryall of the holy and pare — 
eg 4 Word of God, and to bring all his people into,oneunitie of faith , and uniforme order of truth, — 


God may have glory, the Gofpel honour; the Saintscomfort, 


The fubjeét of the tormer difcourfe bath been about the right fubje&t of Baptifme,and thatthe 


iad 


cwo forts of perfons, ire 
of Antichrift, and yet all in heir infancy : both which are 
being uncapable,and fo without any Rulefrom God for 
fall, and inf the word of God, which difclaimes all: communion with the 
receives nothing of the Lord,and therefore all 
of himfelfe, from himfelfe, and for himfelfe, and fo not 
ordinance. And this falling-out fo, it followes that we 


God iin the 
did’; that is, to 


(26: F0h.5. 2.29 
that all things are 
| leads men to prove atid finde'all things conc 

_ are the Propheticall mouth of Chrift, 
do with him, 44.3.22,23. Andthe Rule by 
wen,and the Apoftles themfelves,as Ga/.1. 
any ordinance of God in the-cafe aforefaid 
both of Church 


are to go direQly unto its 
are in the next place to know, how fach as want it m 
" detly by it; for though that God hath joyned his word and ordinances together yet 


an orderly way for his'people to come to enjoy them, which orderly way I conceiveto | 

| be onl in astern God,wherein is the power of Chrift to fet afcot his ordinances;as when | 
nee power of his truth to his Son, 
oi orderly body among themfelves, now fuch a people, fo conftituted,have right un=" 

| and appointed by God, for their mutuall comfort and well-be: 
ing, as Rom 8549.4 Cor 3. 215 2,43, By vertueof this union they have with their head 


feto takeia people to himfelfe,and by the 


God fhall plea 


ye body thus joyntly confidered hath the power & authoritie of Chrift within her felfe,to chute 
| ated vale e any one, or mote of her members, as occafion offers, and zuthorifes him or chem 
| toadminifter baptifme upon the whole body, and fo upon themfelves in the firft place,as apart OF 


the fame, Such may betrely faid to be fent, and'authorized by Chrift ; as of old by Chriit 


' humane body, even fo now by him in his divine and fpirituall body ; for wherefoever a Church 


’ doch rif in her true conttitution,there are her ordinances,and alfo po 


we fhould finde it, and that is in theholy Scriptures of God. 
"Secondly, How from thenceto be obtained, and'that isbyG 


theScriptures difappro. 
fame ;and the otheralf? 


nquired into;firttjhow,or where to findeit; fecondly,howitmay 


wer to adminifter the famey 1 


calling a people into an holy 


“are now to feeke for the Lords true Baptifine, and for a cafefo difficult, as tome would make it, 
things in fpeciall areto bei 
ne that wedoe not know where icis afoot in Gods way in the world, fo asto come by it 
nconle in fuch a cafe, being convitted of the truth, and che neceffitie of 
They are t0-goe; as of old, to Cariit,a 
theholy are the lively Oracles of 
God; the Spirit (peaking in them unto a belee ing heart fothey ftand in the place of Chrift and 
“his Apofiles, with thefame abilitic & authoritie, to turnifh aman of faith with all truth ; as thefe 
scompared together fufficiently prove, 27 im.3.15 16,17. 2 Pet... 19 20. Rom.16.3§, 
5, 46.1 Cor.15. 3,4- 
tained in the Scriptutesjunto which the holy Ghioft: 
ing faith and-obedience to God and man , which © 
1 muft have recourfe unto, that will have any thing to 
which all muft be tryed,though an Angel from heae 
Sothat the holy Scripture is the onely place where 
tio be found, they being the fountain-head,contain= 
d ordinances; fo that, when, or wherefoever any of; 
chef are wanting in their conftitution, and cannot be found in their outward orderly forme, wee 
e ever fubs 
ay come ore 
he hath alfo 


q proving of chat 


| 


aS 


by th 
of Rew, wal doe 


; 


phcenantl nfeall meansico refering ald eeclatind 
done; andlof neceflitie I matt: God 
Gre wile gE mutt difclaime them; and fo 

Chutthj abd true 

Rulein théGofpel af Chit) as for cithe 
example ,for'aman to baptize bape 


othinking hereby to {hutup the ordinance of Gr in fuch a 


> 


Baptifmeupon themfelves. 1 thall yetfurthes cleareupthis truth, by thewing the 
flack as rand (acceffian fenondly; (sh as wills hatin 
 famake rhe formebPthe 
titsbebing thdnce; and détpendsuijion the and thes tie 
ordinanes fd.0rduined, mut beboth of one 
God, in,. orunder‘thisd wand apartof the 
for wthe' Moone; and co fuppofea Charéh 
ts | veto the forme and therein to hold a fe age 
_ ture, and to keep the Pope upo 
hold a 
uncll now, what wild fuck dde 
| tathe woman Pope) ofwhomt! 
tized, 
| 


| 
| 


Againe; that which onde was in fuch a way of being, ceafeth fora time, thencomest® =f 
ithe fame eftate apaine, is, and may truely be faid, to have evera continuance, as Afat,22.31,32, | 
with Luk, 20,38. In which fenfe the Church may «truely be faid ever to continue ;for though the 

dowiic at onetime, yetGod will raife her ap at another, fo that fhee fhall never be'fo pree 
wailed againft, as to be utterly deftroyed, And this way, lfuppofe,Chrift &injoyever | 
good a wife as any can be prefecved forhim under. the defection of Antichrift, Though fome 
fo. wide: mouthsiopen again fackvas ever wifhed them well; but IleavethemtoGod,to | 
“whom they-thall give accouncofall cheisthard words againft the Lord,& thofe that fear hisname, |! 
| Bc-out pleafe tocall error;in areproachfullmanner, 
 But.men.do in thefedayesfomewhat likexolthe tyrants in the ten perfecutions,whofe | | 
fach; that they expoled devourediof wild beatts, and God fo overpowred the 

sereatures crueltie, that at 


7 


ex 


| itabove the Chur 


& 


4 


poliles for usto have reeourfe unto, and 


P| 


hat, they put Beares-st ins;upOR hem, thereby to inience and toitir up the nature of (hote beats 
-to fall upon them: thus have heatd reported. But. whether thi¢betrueior not,fure! hat 

apen.can be liccle better shat labour fo to ¢overthe gotlly :with fuch filth, as chey vomig | 
ftqrbackes 5 but idefive'the Lard'to paffeby, all, and togive men more 

ove and patienceto beare one with ahother, 

|. And to conclude, I feare men put more in baptifme then isof right due unto it, that fo preferre 

| ich, and all ather ordinances befides, forithey:can aflume orere& a Church,take 

nd.calt members; elottand ordain Officehs,and.ad mantifier the Supper and all anew 

Ip after -any further thén the Scriptures; butas tor Baptifime, they | 

have that fucceflively from the/A pottles, though it. comes through the hands of Pope:faane, What 

js the caule ‘can docall from the ord, but onely baptilme?and thatrnult conte 

by man, yeasand that.bythe firine, but we are to know this,thattruth depends not 
& rches, nor any; morsall creature, the immortall. God, who by his Word 

eof G of his pedple, whom he as aforefaid, hath taken dutof the world 
,in thefgllowthip of the Golpel: to whom rhe ordinances of Chrift ti 
faich, and ne the fame power and authoriti¢e the A poftles Had irstheir 60" 
Al ineffe, the Scriptures have now in the hand.of:Ghrift,ad the head offiig 
miphs doe then,the fame may the headandbody, 
scriptures og now,the Scripuyes having the fame authoritie in the Ghurchnow, 
port esihad én,the fame Spirit being phefent now to reveale them,as then:to write them; oft 
4 Anda the people ofiold conferred with the:-Prophets and 


any of Saints, or perfons profeffing faith in the righteoufhefle of Jefus Chrift, and living aceord- 
i@ hel? that is, in holines of life, The formeis that by which thefe are united and knit up together 
| inonefellowthip, and orderly body, and that is the covenant of grace that lies between and | 
| his people;by which God vifibly becomes the God of fuch perfons,and they his people above all 
other. That this is che forme of a Church,and not Baptifme,] provethus;that by which God and 
a people become each others apart from all other people, that is the forme of themi ; but the cove 
nant isthat by which God ownsa people for his,and they him for their God, therefore the cove- 1 
nant isthe forme, 7er. 31. 33. Heb, 8.10. Ad, 2. 41. Gew, 17.11, Lek. t.72. | 
Secondly, That which at che firft was the forme ofa thing, ever remaines the forme of the fame | 
} thing without alteration, but the covenant was the forme of the Church at the firft,before ever a- 
ny ordinance was annexed, therefore the fame ftill, the Church remaining the fame without alte. 
| Thirdly, That which both gives a beeing to a thing, and ever keeps the fame, that be'the 
, | forme of the fame thing,but the covenant both gavea being to the Church,& ever keeps the fame, 
.oBourthly,T hat which makes a membe 


| r to be a member or no member of a Church,that makes: 
#Church to be a Church,or no church, and fo that is the forme of it, for there is the fame reafon. 
for the whole, that is for every part, but the covenant is that which makes amember, and fo the: 
reft,as E/a. 564.6. thereforethecovenantistheforme. 

| Fifthly, That w** perfons may havesand yet be nochurch,that cannot be the forme ofa chiirch, 
but perfons may have baptifme, & yet no church, evo, not the forme ; the church being the grta- 
teft ordinance of God, and the very center of all ordinances, as P/a/,87.7.with 1 Tim.3,15. Cane 
not be forrned by any particular ordinance,no nor by any leffe then that which comprehends all 
the effentiall parts and properties of a church, which is Gods gracious covenant, that gives being’ 
Bat fome will fay, that the Word [peakes of no church before Baptifme, = 
Por anfwwer to this,I muft diftinguifh in Baptifme between the truth in the do&rine of Bap- 
tifme,and the outward adminiftration of the fame. In the firft fenfe is one branch of the 
jn | Sovenant, as a truth to be revealed, and by faith to be received, as an eflentiall truth, together with 
fq [ether cruths, fortheconftituting of the church, and no church according to the order of Chrifts 
+But for the lafty. namely, the outward adminiftration of Baptifme, that ever follows the Saints’ - 


loyning in fellowfhip, by mutuall faith & whch nce doctrine, wherein confifts the ftating’ 


ofthe Ghurch in her conjoyning in covenant, which ever goes before the adminiftration of Bap=. 
Sime, and gives power and authoritiefor the fame. So thax in the firft enfe, che Church is.not bee. 
fore Baptifme ; butin the laft fenfe, the church is before Baptifme. This diftin&ion being obfer-: 
ated, T anfwer ina word thus ; we arenot ¢o deny a church to bea church untill she Word fo calls 
§ 9; for the church in the old ceftament, and moft of the churches in the new Teftament, were chur- 
pss fometime before they were {0 called..And why may not che fame be fo here, bea church be- 
fore Baptifme be adminiftred, Againesa church is onely (0 a church before Baptifme, as thatthe | 
tnd of her tinion, is for comaiuaion, and {o an immediate proceeding tothe practife ofthe fame 
truth thee agreed upon by a free and mucuall confent in her conjun&ion. That which flatesa per- 
lon or perfons in covenant, inftates them in church-fellowfhip : but faith and not praGtifeinitates 
‘peoplein covenant, for a people mult firft agree upon truth in judgement, before they practife 


[the fame, therefore faith and not le in church-fellowthip sand fowichureh | 


ita dinances are annexed, to. confirme and eftablith Gen,a7 yt 96, 


« 


| 


(ay from 4%. They wereddded tothe Church after they were baptized. 
To an(wer and:fay Uf ic thould be fo,thatthey were afcer Baptifme added to the Church then 


aeither put on Chrift by Baptifme, noryet be baptized into one body, nor cflion of the Bather.Son 
snd’ holy Ghoft, &c. directly againft thefe Scriprares, Gal. 3.27.. Cor.t2, 13. Mat, 28. And for 
wordsvare thelesThen they that gladly received bis Word were and the fame day. there were added unt 
them abounthree thousand foules ; which is nothing el{e but to thew how many they were that received the truth 
and {0 by the {ame were added to them, holding forth the power and goodnes of God, in making his word fo-finis 

full, in bringing in fomany by one Sermon 7.whichis onely arepeating overthe numberoj 

Perfons God at chat time added totheref. | 


“Againesit way be fad, that Bapri (me fianifiet our regeneration, and new. bitth, fo that echilde muf be 7 


Corifts body the 


‘borne, and brought forth th Bapttfme, before it can be made aliving Member in (ori 
-done,and 


Baptilme indeed isa figne of the:new bith, and fo holds forchi the fame as:a thing 
gin the appearance of thefame, as faith and re 


done, and therefore Baptalme re ance to goe-before the admit: 
thereof , which cannot be untill a man be borne from above,and fuch as are {pirituall alive areche onely 
fubjeés of Baptifme. This will be further cleared in the conftitution of the Church, which now follows, which — 
conftiration it the orderly colleGtion, & corijoyning of perfons into the new coyenant or vifible union with Chrif 
their head, and fo confenvently into anordetly body among themfelves; wherein che Saints ‘are the matter, andthe 
| covenant the forme ; ftom which two concurring, the Church arifech, and is by them conttituted, as 1678, 
| Fer.31.33. Heb.8.16. Zech.t 3.9. with 6.to 19. Deut-49, 1 Rom gi 
| with Gal 4.23. By which it appeares, that it is the premife, or the covenant of grace, that produceth aChriftian 
and gives him a-beeing in fei an eftare of grace, as in Church-fellow thip,and fo confequently the Church it felfej 
whichistrue in apart, is the fame in tke whole, | 
Nowfor the confticuting caufes by which God ordinarily ufeth toefe& this wotke ar¢thefes 
 Firft, the-word ot God,,which is to fit and prepare the maccer.for the forme. 
Secondly, the confeflion offaith, which is co declare the fitnefle of thematter,forntheforme vy) 
_ Thirdly, che free'and mutuall confent and agreement of the particular perfons , upon the praGile of che fame 


And daily, theSpirit of Chrift; uniting and knitting up their hearts together, in and bythe fame truth ;-and of 


che Word , fitting and preparing of the matter;and thisappeaces:in the miniftery of 
tiff, who was to goe before Chriftin the fpirit and power of Elias, for to turnethe hearts of the theghily 
dren, and the difobedient unto the wifdome of the juft, and to make ready 4 people prepared-for the Lord,as Lar, 
3-7 Compare with this Luk, 2.4, 5, 6. where he is faid to prepare the’ way of the Lord , arid to make his pathy 
Meaight. And nowthe manuer how this isto bedone,isto fill up every val 12 and‘to bring downevery mountain 
and Pall and to make the crooked ftcai ght, and! the rough wayes {mooths:And fo'verfe-6, by the valleys 1s'to beuns 
of as whofe hearts werc poficficd with fear, either of Gods difpleafuré' againit them for fin ; or: feag 
ofthe dangers, fteairs, and difficulties, that attends the Gofpel of Chraft, in. the. trye profeflion of the fame. From 
both which the hearts of fuch are to be freed, that are fic to follow Chrif, and fub his Kingdome, 
26) Tawhich fenferthe G ofpel is a preparative meanes'to fill up fuch valleys, inthe yreat 
dance of Gods richgrace, and free love in Chrift cowards all fuch-as beleeve, arid his all-fufficiency to preferve fitch 
| fuller for his Names fake. And for laying low the mowntains and hills,thatis,to humble and to 
proud heart of man,that exalts himfclfc,.and cannot fubmit unto the fimplicitie of the Gofpel, and tothat low ang 
meanie Coriditior OF Chrift tipon his Crofic,as with Coro. 4,5,.6. And for the crookedto bemadd 
and Serpent. likeinature, wayes and evilf difpofitions of men,thele fhall be cha ed and 
mide conformiableto Chrift. And fo for the niaking of the rough {mooth thar isthe hard and rough turbulent fpis 
 ritsofmen, that.will: adinit of no rule, order, or peaceable focictie at all, Shall by the word of God be-made fof 
Smooth,and of fuch a meek temper of {pirit, as thar all fuch: fhall live-cogether in love,innocent and harmleflewit 
| uniform ic co Chrift inall things,as t/a, 64728292 which Chrif himfelfeotcen: 

that éxtep? deny tim jel fe, be cantor be Bis difciple: All which chan thus upon the hearts of men,is:by 


powet of che Worl od, by which-they as mattet ate fred for the forme. 
_~Dhefecond conftisnving daufe,iixthe confrffton of faith, which chines of the thiacrer for'rhe forties 
which faith, prodacedby thelpowér of the Gofpel, thining into the heart of man, and drawes away 
revealed... man fuc will not bekopt 
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‘Church, whichever goes. in order before the external! adminiftration ef any other ordinance, then the matters joys 


| Ge world,and all things thercin,by the word ofhis power,and governes them all by his wife providenceg, 
Ban y: which body God framed of the earth, and breathed a foul into the fame. Towhom God gave alawyape ! 


Benich fall Man loft the kaguicdet of God, & utterly difabled himfelf of all ability everto recover thefame againe. 
WBteainnomber of his forefeen fallen creatures,and appointed them to eternall life in his Sonne, forthe glory of his © 


mifelfe she fare, and where this ig'in truth. Now comes the caufe in the laft place, which 

n¢ Whole work,and that is the Spirit.of grace and Peg going forth in their hearts by faith uniting & 
wal fem up together in one, for the manifeftation of their obedience to God, in their prafticall fubje@ion te 
pridtan the faid truth, by, themvreceived and agreed upon as aforefaid, and this isthe Covenant that formes the | 


“ping together for orderly practile ; for perfons muft be informed of the truth in judgement, and bound bythe fame 


gnconfcience,and agree upon the pradtife,befort the famecan orderly be put into execution ; which forefaidunion’ 


isthe holy Ghofts conjoyning and uniting che faid perfons together in one andthe fame truth, andfo confequently 

/jnto an orderly body among themfelves,immediately under Chrift their head, Which conjunétion is ca' led in Serj- 

_ pture the unitie of the Spirit,Epb.4.3.and the gracious covenant,by which God becomes their God,and they his ap- 
infuch avifible relation,Gen.t7.a8 Deut.2y.12,13 with Deut.26.17,18.Er¢ek. 16,8, Ter.2t.3. This 
is alfo,a joyning to the Lord,asIer.so0.5 They {hall aske the way to Sion with tpeip faces thitberward, fay. 

‘lng, Come and let ws joyne our felyes unto the Lordin aperpetuall covenant that fhak Ror be forgotten, And the 

pune of the ranger thar zoyns bimfelfe to the Lord,to ferve bim,and to love bis name and ro be bis feruant, ec. 

Maig6.6.And be that is joyned to tbe Lord is one Spirit,s Cor.6.17. And ef the refi durS no man joyne bimfelfe un. 

‘totbem, AG@.s. 13. And when Paul was come tolerufalem,beuffayed to joyne bimfelfe to the difciples, AG. 9 26, 

And the whole body fity joyned togetber,¢ycoEph.4 16, Anda fitly framing of matter togetherfor a houfeor hae 

bitation of God,asEpb.2.21, 22. All which is the Saints entering covenant with God, which covenant is their 


[forme that-gives them a being in fuch arelation or fellowthip,t/a.4 3.21. Pet.2.9. And fo much in briefe of the - 
— PYeonftigution of a Church, or of the Saints entcring into Church-fellowfhip,and the caufes producing thefame. _ 


ead now being come into her own land,as of old was fignified Ezek. 3 §.24,2§.which is, into a yifible covenant 
with God,or union with Chrift,and fo become his own, fhee is now to be wathed with water in Baprifne,as Ezek. 
16.8,9. Mat.28.89.Eph.4 5. And thus being in covenant with God by faith in Jefus Chrift, in which their Bice 
cnfifts ; and fo:che agreement made,& the covenant pafled between them, now the feale is {cet to,which is the our- 
/ward-ordinance of Baptifme,to confirme the fameswhich being donc, fhe is then to enter upon her holy communion 
“piabl:the re ft: of Gods holy ordinances thereunto belonging, for her comfort and w 
' "Aad thus 1 have by Gods gracious affiftance done with this fubye@ charged upon me, partly by fuch as feare the 
Lord in a far Countrey beyond the Seas; and partly by my own confcience for the truths fake at home. And good 
Reader,confider well eyou judge,and what J fee nor,teach thou me, &c. ‘Fob 34.32. But let mot my unweary 
Meader be offended with me, though a word or two more. | 
‘pltmay be fomewill dske me,ifl condemne all Churches, but onely fuch ast have beredefiribed, 
_(Towhich lanfwer, that I condemne no Charch,which God approves of in his word : fecondly, Icondemne no. 
“Charch ar all ; for 1 goe not about to fhew who arefalfe, but what is true, and it 1s enough for mejif fach a Church, 
‘whath been fpoken of be granted to be true, and let all others alone,to ftand and fall to theirown Mafter ; and in 
of thofe reproachfull clamours,caft upon all without exception,thatfeem to be of my judgement about Bap- 
tifme, I thall yet make bold with my Reader, i to declare a word of my faith, what I beleeve and hold to 
\tuch, and defire to pra@tife the fame, and fo leave'ail to God, & for the godly Reader to judge, what difference there 
‘isbetween him and me, inthe maine, rhat men fhould be fo incenfed againft me, as to feeke my life, asfome have 
pone, the Lord in mercy forgive them, and itnor totheir charge. And now for my faith. 
» Firft,1 doe beleeve, that there is onely one God, who is diftinguithed in three perfuns, God the Father,God the ‘ 
Soune,and God the holy Ghoft; yet but onein nature,or eflence,without divifion,and uncommunicable,who made 


Secondly, I beleeve that God made man in hisiown Image, an upright and aperfect creature, confalting of foule. 


bnliis keeping of which depended all his happinefle; and upon the contrary attended his mifety, which foon took 
for ase that lhe fell under the curfe, and the wrath of od lay uponhim & ail his pofterity, By 


BT hirdly, I beleeve G t of the counfell of his own will, did before he made the world, ele@‘and cheofe fome 


Races which number fo cic&ted,thall unavoydably be faved, ‘and come ro glory, ‘and the reft'left to themfelycs, in 
Fourthly, beleeve that God in the fulnefle of his owne time, did fend his Sonne, the fecond'perfonjwho inthe 


Rombe of the Virgin Mary,aflumed mans nature,and in the fame he fuffered death upon the Crofle,onely as he was: 
Ban,to fatisfic his Fathers juftice,for the fitines of all his ele, and them onely; and that he lay three dayes & zhree. 
an imhis grave, frum whence he arofe the third day by the power of his Godhead, forthe juftification of all for 
Whole Ginhes he dyed andthat in che fame body Chrift dyed, arofe from the dead, and afeerwards aftended into 
raven, the. lage of glory ewhere he Was before, and there ta remaine untill he comes at the laft day to jadge the «a 
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pa achildeiin the parents begerting of it and fo God: by bisSpirit works faith in the 
his righteoulnes,only for juftification® And thus they are made righreous heforre 
to the willofthe Father through the Sonne s:anil alfo made holy throt te 
¥ation, and the holy Spit grace dwelling in them all {uch have fill-as they live herein... 
in them,an old manh,thar otiginallicorruptiony the flefhthat warres againtt the Spirit, which hinders theme 
Gncheir obedience both co God and manyand many times draws them to that which is evill, and 
 Gnrentions ; yet 411.06 themthall through Chrift overcome, and fafely be brought to glory at faft, 
Sixthly, 1 beleeve the holy Scriprures robe ‘the wordiof God, and have the onely authoritic to‘binde the confer 
|» encbao the obedience of all therein contained, and are'the allfufficient Rule by the Spirit of God, to guide a mam 
| Segenthly, As for the ablence of original! fingand power.in the will co receiveand. refufeigrace and falvation 
generally offered by the eying for all perfons univerfally,to take Sway finnesthat flood 
(alyation; and {@taid downe his life a ranfome for all without.cxception, atid: for fuch ss have been 
Goods love approved of by him in Chtift for falvationjandin the covenant of grace,an@ for fuch rofall iggy 
bé damned sod albof the like nature, 1 dac beleeve is a doctrine from beneath,and not from 
“the teachers dfit-from Satan ,and not from God, andao bere as fuchsthatioppofe Chriftand his Goipe] 
“Bighely, I doe beleeve che refurre@ion of the dead, that all thall rife and:come to judgement, and cyerone 


account of himfelfe to Godsand receive. according to the things done in their bodyes, whether they be goodorbada 

_ therefore no-confciencc cught to be f6recd:in the matters of Religion, becaufe no man can beare outanother ing 

Winthly,t do beleeve the Kingis,ferupon his throne by God,who given him power and 
Wndgule for God overall his Cabjc&s,as fupreame head over all perfons in his Dominions ; in whontis 
‘power to punifhiany that thall, offend either his royal! perfon,crowne,or dignity,and)thacall his Subjecigang 

80 him out-of corfcience to God, and. albin lawfull auchoritie under him 3 and wherein they:rule well, Tang 
them to the utmoft of my abiliaic,both in my.petfon and itares 

“wherein they goe amiflogehat {cannot witha goud con{cience,actually obey them,as aforefaid,Uthalb pafhively 
Mit my body to fuffer their plealare (according rothe Word of God ) in,what they thallinfli@ upon me 
this is my faith, and the faith ofullthatIdefire to have fellowfhipwith, 
<= And laftly, Ido belceye that.there is anvholy and bleffed- communion of Saints, that God of his geace | 
. as belong to life by eleion,unto the fellow fhip of his Sonne by the Gofpelsof which thatter, God by his Word am 
Spitir joyns them:to therin is covenant of grace,and fu conktitures his Churth,as I have before fhewed And: ag 

God hath-thus built for himfelfe.an holy. babirationjoffuch pure matter, and alfo afverho holy a manner, even | 
» he proyided.a way.of preferyation, end fafetic forthe lameszas 1/4.26.1.We bavea ftrong Citic, 
appoint for walls and bulworks: which Citic is {aid'to bave wall borb great and bigh, 19d built upon twang | 


thar none thall break through,& high,that none thall cyertop or get oves,itid ftrong in the 


’ 


idationthat norking flill fiake itsand. God bath faid, thar he will be a wall of fire the glory insti 
of icsand thavhe will kcepe it,and watch overivby night and by day, that nethig fhallhurtit 5 | 
adh buile himéelfe.a houle after his ewn,minde, and js.a guard to the fame: 5. even fo HR to beautifiede | 

fame with falyation, ind co make the place of his feet glorious, and: that he will Jay ald ngs with faire colour 
end her foundations. withSaphices, and her, windows iof Agats, and her gatcs of Carbunelys, ‘and all her borders | 
Plenlant diones, and.all herchrbdren taughtof the Lord, and geeat thal] be the peace OF her children WhighCig | 
aiid the thereof are {aid tobe of pure gold laffe, whofe light tke to a Fone moft precith | 
and thatthe Kings dang beer is alt glorious bir clothing is of wrougbtgold 
And as Chriftdoth nature of his Church both in.rcfpect of her mareerjher formeher 
comely order in ier, head. cyeri fo.he holds forth;his loye declightinher » by thefe andthe 


bor ofcomtort andfolace.T be Lord-barb chofén Zrongbe hath defved pis iabitation, fayings 
My reft,and dovell for ever. And fo faith the Apuitle, InCbrift the framed tog 
ier qn. boly teaple inthe bord, you. are rogeiber for ababitation of Ged threugit 


anid eherefote God jis, te Jove the gares.of Zion, more then all the dmelling. of Facobs: 
are of thon Cirie of God. Cirie to be Fert falem mbich fs aboaie, bo. te, theme 
of uc aif. And fo the. mountain ofthe Bords hanle isfaidto be eftabhi fied in'the of rhe mountains, jam 
be exalted above the hils. For whole fake faith the Lord, not, hold my peace, nor ref, 
by holy pcoplesthe redeemed of Fates 4Civyfough vouryand nos fosfaken..T:he name of which 
from thaeday bes Tbe. Lord is there, And further called his temple,his flocke, his pleaba | 
portion, Grit borne, his bride,hisQueenc, his Spoule, his wife, Ins body, his loyc, bisdove,his onghy jovsdl 
placeof Confider,Some were per{waded wird rhe rhings tha) were s-ohem,but fome belteued 
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